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• The oxeye daisy is an important native 
wildflower in the UK, but where it 
has been introduced in the US it is a 
‘noxious weed’ and is damaging local 
ecosystems 

• Daisies have open flowers and nectar is 
collected from them by short-tongued 
bees

Oxeye Daisy
Leucanthemum vulgare

6 1

Image by Brian Robert Marshall
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• Bramble seeds are spread by animals 
and birds that eat the blackberries. 
The seeds don’t get digested and are 
dropped in a new place in their poo 
where they grow into new brambles

• They are probably the wild food most 
commonly eaten by people in the UK

Bramble
Rubus ursinus

7 1
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• Commercial growers put bumblebees 
in their greenhouses, as then they get 
more, bigger tomatoes

• Tomatoes are ‘buzz-pollinated’ by 
bumblebees. The bee pulls the flower so 
it is facing down and vibrates her wings 
to shake the pollen out onto her tummy

Tomato
Solanum lycopersicum

7 1
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• A lot of cooking oil and margarine are 
made from oil seed rape and it is in    
biscuits, cakes and ready meals

• Oil seed rape is a good food for some  
bees, but the flowers only last for a few 
weeks, so there needs to be plenty of 
other flowers nearby as well

Oil S�d Rape
Brassica napus

6 1 Field Po�y
Papaver rhoeas

• Poppies used to grow in abundance 
in cornfields until the wide use 
of herbicides. They have evolved 
alongside farming since early times, 
their lifecycle fitting into most crops 
so they flower and seed before the 
crop is harvested

Image by Gordon Gibbons
northpeakphotography.co.uk
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• Red clover fixes nitrogen in the soil, 
which other plants need to grow, so 
it is planted by farmers

• It is nutritious for livestock, so 
putting sheep and cows in pasture 
containing clover is good for them 
and the bees

Red Clover
Trifolium pratense

15 1
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• 25-50% of all bluebell woods in the 
world are in the British Isles and 
they are a protected species in the 
UK - you could be fined up to £5000 
for selling one bulb

Bluebe�
Hyacinthoides non-scripta

5 1

Image by Roger Gri�th
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• More than 7,500 varieties of apple tree 
exist, but only six are commonly eaten. 
Adapting to environmental problems is 
easier with more varieties. For example, 
there are likely to be some which are 
immune to a new disease or can cope 
with wetter weather

A�le
Malus domestica

9 1

• Hawthorn provides food and shelter to 
many birds, insects and mammals. A 
large number of moths lay their eggs on 
hawthorn

• The fruit, called ‘haws’, are eaten by 
birds and can be made into jam as well

Image by Gordon Gibbons
northpeakphotography.co.uk

Hawthorn
Crataegus monogyna

8 1





• Honey bee colonies have a queen and up 
to 50,000 workers. The workers collect 
pollen and nectar to feed the larvae and 
make honey

• The type of honey made depends on 
which flowers the bees have visited - it 
can be runny or solid, many shades of 
gold and will taste di�erent

Image by Gordon Gibbons
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Honey B�
Apis mellifera

4 2
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• The oak supports more birds, bugs 
and moths than any other British 
plant

• Too many acorns gives animals             
indigestion - so they bury them for 
later. The ones they forget grow into 
new oak trees 

English Oak
Quercus robur

9 1

• Like all grasses it grows from the 
base, so if the top is bitten o
 or 
mown it continues to grow

• Long grass and wild flowers 
together form a meadow, which 
is an important habitat for many 
insects, birds and animals

Image by Robin Stott
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Cocksf�t Gra�
Dactylis glomerata

6 1
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• People eat more wheat than any 
other food crop apart from rice

• It is better for wildlife if wheat and 
other crops are grown in smaller 
fields, as hedges and margins are 
good habitats for many creatures

• Wheat is wind pollinated

Wheat
Triticum spp

6 1

• Cypress-leaved plait moss grows around 
the base of tree trunks, on walls and 
boulders 

• Mosses do not have flowers, they have 
spores. These are tiny seeds, blown in 
the wind to grow somewhere new

Image by Stefan Reicheneder

Cypre�-Leaved Plait-Mo�
Hypnum cupressiforme

4 1
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• The beech tree does not start to 
flower until it is 30-80 years old, when 
small catkins appear which are wind 
pollinated

• Beechnuts are eaten by birds and 
animals, but in the 18th century they 
were also important to people and used 
for flour, cooking oil and lamp oil

B�ch
Fagus sylvatica

9 1
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• Maize is eaten as sweetcorn, but also 
made into cornflakes, popcorn and 
sweetener. It is used as animal feed and 
for biofuels (to put in cars), which uses 
land which could be used to grow food

• Maize is a type of grass - the sweetcorn 
has been adapted by people over 
millennia to be big and juicy

Maize
Zea mays

7 1

Image by Uwe H. Friese
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• Stinging nettles are eaten by the 
caterpillars of  several di
erent 
butterflies and moths. They lay their 
eggs on the underside of the nettle 
leaves so when the caterpilars hatch, 
food is nearby

Stinging Ne�le
Urtica dioica

7 1

• Holly is a ‘pioneer’ species. This 
means it will be one of the first to 
grow on cleared ground

• The berries are toxic to humans but 
important winter food for wildlife 
after the first frosts soften them

Image by Gordon Gibbons
northpeakphotography.co.uk

European Ho�y
Ilex aquifolium

9 1





• Woodlice eat mainly dead plant 
matter, recycling it into nutrients, 
but also some tender plants

• Woodlice are crustaceans, they are 
more closely related to crabs and 
shrimps than insects

Image by Kurt Kulac
cc-by-sa 3.0

Co�on W�dlouse
Oniscus asellus

4 12
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• Most grasshoppers can’t fly, 
but sometimes when the group 
becomes too large, fully-winged 
grasshoppers are born which can fly 
away to new homes

Meadow Gra�ho�er
Chorthippus parallelus

4 2

• The snail is considered a pest by         
gardeners and farmers as it eats flowers, 
crops and fruit. However, it feeds many 
wild birds and animals 

• The snail hides inside it’s shell when 
it is threatened, and can cope with 
becoming as cold as -5oC in hibernation

Image by bramblejungle
flickr.com

Garden Snail
Helix aspersa

4 2

Image by Li’l Wolf
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• Earthworms ‘plough’ and fertilise the 
earth, recycling plant waste back into 
soil. They eat their way through the soil, 
letting air in through their tunnels. Their 
poo is what feeds plants and so the rest 
of the food chain. 

• Darwin believed they were the most 
important species on earth

Earthworm
Lumbricus terrestris

4 2

Image by Jackie Damary

• Only the queen bee survives the winter. 
Queens emerge from hibernation in  
early spring to make nests, so they can 
lay eggs and start a new colony, often in 
an old mouse hole. 

• Food from early-flowering plants is 
essential as the queen needs energy to 
start her work

White-tailed Bumbleb�
Bombus locorum

4 2

• Small tortoiseshells roost and lay large 
batches of eggs on the underside of 
nettle leaves

• When they hatch, the larvae stick 
together, building webs across the 
nettles. If disturbed, a group of larvae 
will jerk their bodies from side to side in 
unison to scare o� predators

Image by Gordon Gibbons
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Sma� Tortoiseshe�
Aglais urticae

4 2

• Hoverflies are harmless, but looking like 
a wasp means other species are less  
likely to eat them

• Fruit and vegetables are often damaged 
by pests such as aphids - but the 
larvae of this hoverfly eats them. Many 
gardeners plant flowers to attract 
hoverflies as a natural pest control 

Image by Ferran Turmo Gort
flickr.com

Hover�y
Eupeodes corollae

4 2

• Like most moths, the elephant hawk-moth 
is nocturnal

• It gets it’s name because the caterpillar 
looks like an elephant’s trunk

• Moths are related to butterflies and there 
are ten times as many species of moth as 
butterfly

Image by Jean Pierre Hamon
commons.wikimedia.org

Elephant Hawk-Moth
Deilephila elpenor

4 2
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• Willughby’s leafcutter bee bites a piece 
of rose leaf to wrap up each of her eggs 
with nectar and pollen. She places the 
egg parcels in holes in dead wood or in 
the ground. 

• After the larva feed, they hibernate and 
come out the next summer

Wi�ughby’s Leafcu�er B�
Megachile willughbiella

4 2
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• Wood mice have large hind feet 
that enable them to leap away from 
danger like kangaroos

• They dig burrows where they store 
food, make their nests and live 
during the day - they are nocturnal

• Old burrows are often used by bees

W�d Mouse
Apodemus sylvaticus

5 3

Image by Gordon Gibbons
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• Robins like to come close to people 
or animals who are digging the soil, 
to look out for worms and other 
food. They can catch insects in flight

• Robins protect their territory 
aggressively and drive away 
intruders

Robin
Erithacus rubecula

5 3

• Blackbirds often build badly-hidden 
nests in hedges, so lose young to 
predators

• They can sleep but stay alert by 
using half of their brain at any one 
time

Image by Gordon Gibbons
northpeakphotography.co.uk

Blackbird
Turdus merula

6 3

Image by Alan Vernon
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• Yellowhammer numbers in the UK 
have halved since 1970, possibly 
because they use hedges for nesting 
and there are fewer hedges now 
that fields are larger

• Their song sounds like ‘little bit of 
bread but no cheese’

Ye�owha�er
Emberiza citrinella

5 3

Eats other SPECIES of SIZE 4
• Male garden spiders are smaller 

than females and approach 
cautiously to mate as they can 
become her next meal

• The third pair of legs are for spinning 
webs and not getting stuck in them

Image by Alvesgaspar
wikipedia.org

Garden Spider
Araneus diadematus

4 3

• Most of Britain’s milk comes from the 
Fresian cow. They need lush pastures 
and high energy food like soy beans

• Rainforest is being cut down to plant soy 
beans for animal feed

• Fewer cows, fed purely on pasture, can 
be part of the ecosystem

Image by Mat Hampson
flickr.com

Fresian Cow
Bos primigenius

7 2

Image by Malgorzata Kopczynska
fotopedia.com

• Grazing by sheep can help maintain 
some ecosystems but over-grazing 
can harm or destroy them

• There are more than one billion 
sheep in the world today and most 
of them are farmed

Sco�ish Blackface  Sh�p
Ovis aries

7 2

• A rabbit warns of danger by 
thumping with a hind foot. A flash 
of white tail is also an alarm

• Rabbits keep the grass around their 
warren nibbled short, leaving space 
for low growing plants which attract 
insects, and the insects attract birds

Image by a_jo
flickr.com

Ra�it
Oryctolagus cuniculus

6 2

Image by Andreas Trepte
photo-natur.de

• Greenfinches can form large flocks 
outside the breeding season, 
sometimes mixing with other 
finches and buntings

• They nest at the edges of woodland, 
in gardens and farmland hedges

Gr�n�nch
Carduelis chloris

5 2
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• Buzzards mate for life. To attract 
a mate, the male performs a 
spectacular display is known as 
‘the roller coaster’. He will rise high 
up in the sky, to turn and plummet 
downward in a spiral, twisting and 
turning as he comes down

Bu�ard
Buteo buteo

7 4

• Cats can hear sounds too faint or 
too high in frequency for human 
ears, such as those made by mice. 
They can see in near darkness

• It is estimated that cats kill about 
65 million birds each year in the UK

Image by Gordon Gibbons
northpeakphotography.co.uk

Domestic Cat
Felis catus

6 4

Image by Rylee Isitt
ryleeisitt.ca

• Foxes leap on their prey, pinning it 
down with their forepaws

• Foxes live in groups and meet at 
night to play and groom each other. 
In the daytime, they forage (look for 
food) alone

Red Fox
Vulpes vulpes

7 4

Image by
©iStockphoto.com

Eats other SPECIES of SIZE 6
• One of the fiercest predators in the 

UK, stoats can kill prey more than 
twice their own size by biting deeply 
into the neck

• Stoats can move at up to 20mph in 
bounds of around 50cm

Stoat
Mustela erminea

6 4

Image by Sally Longsta�
flickr.com

• Badgers dig themselves large setts 
- tunnels and chambers, where 
several families live together

• Badgers change their bedding            
regularly and dig their own toilets 
away from their sett

Badger
Meles meles

7 4

Image by cadifor
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• Lizards are cold-blooded and need 
to bask in the sun until they have 
enough energy to find food

• If a predator seizes a lizard’s tail, it 
can shed it and escape. A new tail 
grows slowly but is never as long or 
perfect

Co�on Lizard
Zootoca vivipara

5 3

• An adult hedgehog has about 5000 
spines on its back. When it rolls into 
a ball, its spiky coat protects if from 
most predators

• Eating creatures which have been      
poisoned with insecticides or slug 
pellets can kill a hedgehog

Image by Samuel Palmer
wikipedia.org

Hedgehog
Erinaceus europaeus

6 3

Image by Jan Svetlik
flickr.com

• Noctule bats catch insects in flight, 
finding them using echo-location 
which is like radar

• Although noctule bats are 
nocturnal, they are often on the 
wing before dark in the summer

• They usually nest in tree-holes

Noctule Bat
Nyctalus noctula

5 3

Image by Brian Robert Marshall
geograph.org.uk

• The grey squirrel was introduced 
to Britain. It is stronger and more         
adaptable than native red squirrels 
and carries a disease that can kill 
them

• Squirrels can run along thin twigs 
and leap from tree to tree

Grey Squi�el
Sciurus carolinensis

6 3
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• CO2 is released from power stations, 
factories and cars and is heating up 
our climate. This will make extreme 
weather like flooding, drought and 
hurricanes more likely. Habitats 
can be damaged and plants and 
animals weakened.

Extreme Weather
Event card

-

Image by Peter Facey
geograph.org.uk

• Houses for people often take the 
place of homes for wildlife. Sites 
that contain rare animals and 
plants are often protected, but more 
ordinary habitats are also important

• We have lost 97% of our flower-rich 
grassland since the 1930s

House Building
Event card

Image by Brian Robert Marshall
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• Pesticides are used to kill insects       
that damage crops, but this also 
harms pollinators 

• Herbicides kill weeds and stop them   
taking space and water from crops. 
But many ‘weeds’ are important for 
insects and wildlife

Crop Spraying
Event card

-

Image by Derek Dye
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• Roads split up natural habitats and 
two smaller areas cannot support as 
much wildlife as one large one

• Animals try to cross roads to get to 
parts of their territory on the other 
side. 60,000 hedgehogs die on UK 
roads each year

Road Building
Event card

-

Image by Des Blenkinsopp
geograph.org.uk

• All species are more likely to su�er      
disease if they are already weak-
ened by loss of habitat, intensive 
farming or a changing climate

Disease
Event card

+

Image by Bob Embleton
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• Farmers can help wildlife by growing 
a variety of crops and creating 
wildflower strips and hedges

• Some crops are good for bees as well, 
like clover and field beans. They also 
improve the farmer’s soil and mean 
less fertilisers are needed

Farming for Wildlife
Event card

+

Image by yellow book
flickr.com

• Spaces for bees can be created 
very easily with a few packets of 
wildflower seeds, or even just leaving 
areas unmown. Flowering bushes and 
trees can be added

• Bee-friendly spaces are good for a lot 
of other wildlife as well

B�-friendly Spaces Created
Event card




