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What’s next for
our countryside?
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Visit beauty spots
you helped protect
Nature – the great
carbon store
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How does a third runway at Heathrow
airport stack up with the effort to stop
climate chaos? It doesn’t, say Friends of
the Earth’s lawyers. We’re about to
go to court to argue our case.
The government last year granted
permission for a controversial new runway
at Heathrow airport.
The site is already the single biggest
source of emissions in the UK, and
expanding it will undermine efforts to meet
UK commitments to tackle global warming.

What you’ve
achieved

So we’re taking the government to court
for failing to consider the impact on the
climate and future generations.
You’d be forgiven for missing the fact that
the government’s decision was based
on something called a National Policy
Statement (NPS) on aviation. But this is the
sort of thing Friends of the Earth keeps a
close eye on.
Our legal challenge goes to a full hearing
at the High Court in March. There, we’ll
argue that the NPS fails to explain how

215,000

of you have signed our
petition to reduce
plastic in oceans
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the number of cases we’ve
taken to court to protect
our environment in the
past year

expanding Heathrow
is compatible with the
Climate Change Act 2008;
that it doesn’t comply
with planning laws; and
that it fails to assess what
the Paris climate change
agreement means for
aviation expansion.

The 24th United Nations
climate talks (COP24)
took place in Poland in
December. In Paris 3 years
ago world leaders shook
on a deal to stop runaway
climate change. But they
didn’t agree how to keep to
that promise. So agreeing
on a rulebook was at the
top of the to-do list in
Poland. Did we get one?
Yes. Was it good enough?
Far from it. If leaders stick
to those rules we’re heading
for dangerous levels of
warming. Which means it’s
even more important for
us to put pressure on our
governments. And we still
have time. See page 7.

It is critical for the climate
that we stop this runway
being built. More at
foe.uk/e21-heathrow

400

local people got their
hands dirty in our new
neighourhood nature
project, 10xGreener

60,000

of you have demanded
action on pesticides to
make our countryside
safer for wildlife
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News
in brief
THANK YOU FOR
HELPING THE BEES
Together we’ve taken
huge steps to protect
bees since our campaign
began in 2012. We
got the government
to launch a bee action
plan in 2014 – and more
recently it backed
the ban on 3 key beeharming pesticides.
There’s no Great British
Bee Count this year – but
we’ll need your help more
than ever as we step up
work to protect nature
and stop climate chaos.
POSTCODE GARDENER
Our Postcode Gardener
scheme enables
communities to hire a
gardener to maintain
their public spaces
and front gardens in a
wildlife-friendly way. The
first Postcode Gardener
started in London in
November. You can
register your interest at
foe.uk/e21-gardener

Thank you for the huge
time and effort you put in
to being a Friends of the
Earth supporter.

4

friendsoftheearth.uk

5

International news

“Anyone who loves the
English countryside
should be concerned
about fracking”
Climber Pete
Whittaker on
saving our
countryside
“I’ve climbed in lots of
stunning settings around
the world. But climbing in
the English countryside
will always be special to
me,” says record-breaking
climber Pete Whittaker.
Pete famously scaled the
towering vertical rock
known as El Capitán, at
Yosemite National Park
in the United States. Not
only did he do it all-free
rope solo – a particularly
challenging technique on
a notoriously difficult rock
— he did it in less than 24
hours. The previous fastest
time was 4 days.
But while Pete spends
much of his life clinging to

cliffs high above ground,
he’s got strong views on
what’s going on below.

areas enjoyed by climbers,
walkers, and mountain
bikers.

Having grown up in
the Peak District, Pete
returned to his hometown
of Sheffield last year to
face up to a new challenge:
fracking. “Where we are
right now is Wharncliffe
Crags – these are protected
from drilling,” he explains
in a short film for Friends
of the Earth. “But just 200
metres away to the east
and west of here the land
is licensed.”

“It seems we’re taking one
step backwards,” he says.
“I think we should stand up
for our environment.”

Pete is referring to licences
for exploratory drilling
that could lead to fracking.
More than 17,000 square
kilometres of England is
covered by licences to
explore for oil and gas.
These put large parts of
the countryside at risk of
industrialisation – including

Watch Pete speak out on
the importance of nature
and outdoor spaces – and
the need to protect them
from fracking: foe.uk/e21whittaker

Bulgaria: Nature defenders block road
800 local people backed by more than
140,000 supporters and Za Zemiata/
Friends of the Earth Bulgaria are calling
on the European Commission
to prevent a motorway
destroying Bulgaria’s
richest wildlife site.
The Bulgarian
government’s plans
breach EU laws
designed to protect
Kresna Gorge, which
is home to golden
eagles, brown bears
and wolves.
Indonesia: Sulawesi
earthquake response
Friends of the Earth
Indonesia/WALHI has played
a key role with other groups
in the response to the earthquake and
tsunami which hit the island of Sulawesi in
September 2018.

Honduras: Berta Cáceres trial convictions
In Honduras 7 people have been convicted
of the murder in 2016 of indigenous and
women’s rights activist, Berta Cáceres;
4 of them were also convicted
of attempting to murder
Gustavo Castro, of Friends
of the Earth Mexico.
But others alleged to
have masterminded
the attack are yet
to be investigated.
The trial made clear
that Berta was killed
because of her
opposition to the
Agua Zarca dam. It
found that employees
of DESA, the company
building the dam, colluded
with the Honduran military in
the attack. Berta’s organisation
COPINH welcomed the convictions and
is calling for everyone responsible to be
brought to justice.
WIN A PATAGONIA
BACKPACK

Pete is an ambassador
for outdoor clothing
brand Patagonia. Enter
our competition before
midnight on 29 March
2019 to win a Patagonia
Black Hole® backpack
worth £100. Visit: foe.uk/
patagoniagiveaway
Black Hole backpacks
are produced using
methods and materials
that conserve resources

and minimise impacts
on people and the
environment. Patagonia
is using its position as a
global outdoor-clothing
brand to inspire and
create solutions to the
environmental crisis.
The company funds
environmental work all
over the globe including
Friends of the Earth’s
Fossil Free and Clean Air
campaigns.
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Nature is the great
climate regulator.
Let’s have more.
Friends of the Earth’s chief
executive Craig Bennett
sets out the case for a
countrywide drive to
plant more trees.

“Craig, the science on
climate change is now so
stark – surely Friends of the
Earth should be working on
that and nothing else?”
“Craig, I’m worried about
ecosystem collapse – focus
on that, and leave climate
change to others.”
Comments by two people I
respect, each with years of
work on the environment.
Here’s what I think. To see
climate change and the
collapse of ecosystems as
separate is artificial. We
have no hope of stopping
climate chaos unless we
restore nature. And we have
no hope of stopping the
biodiversity crisis unless we
tackle climate change.
Consider this: during the ice
ages the bulk of the carbon
on the planet was in the

biosphere – ie life on Earth.
Much of it would have been
in the oceans but vast
peatbogs and forests also
sucked carbon out of the air
and locked it away, keeping
the planet cool.
Nature did such a good
job of regulating the
climate that it supported
the emergence of human
civilisation. For 12,000
years we’ve enjoyed a
Goldilocks climate – neither
too hot nor too cold.

trees in England, Wales
and Northern Ireland.
We’re doing this partly for
our wildlife, air quality and
wellbeing (studies show
trees are good for people’s
mental health). But doubling
tree cover would also
sequester around a tenth of
UK climate emissions.

Of course, we must stop
burning fossil fuels, switch
to renewable energy,
use it more efficiently,
decarbonise transport and
so on. But we also need to
restore nature and its ability
to regulate the climate.

Nature is the ultimate
carbon capture and storage
machine. The fastest and
cheapest way for the UK
to suck carbon out of
the air will be to double
tree cover, restore our
peatlands and wetlands,
restore fish populations
in the North Sea, and end
the chemical warfare in the
countryside that’s led to
the catastrophic collapse of
insect and bird populations.

That’s why, in 2019, we’re
launching a campaign
to double the number of

And I wouldn’t mind betting
we’d all be a bit healthier
and happier too.

5 ways to make the
UK carbon neutral

1

Ditch dirty cars by 2030
Going carbon neutral
depends on phasing out
polluting vehicles as soon
as possible. We also need
better public transport and
safer cycling and walking
so that more of us leave the
car at home.

4

Double tree cover
We’ll need lots more trees
to absorb any carbon
emissions left over – like
from flying. Eating less and
better meat will reduce
demand on the land, and
free up more space for
forests (as well as being
healthier).

7

Going net zero, or carbon neutral, would
mean removing the same amount of
greenhouse gas emissions as we produce.
It would help stop climate chaos, and give
us cleaner air, flourishing wildlife and
thriving new industries. Here are 5 key
things the government could do to get us
there by 2045 or earlier.

3

2

Make 8 times more
renewable electricity
Cleaner energy can
replace coal, oil and gas
in our electricity, heating
and transport. We need
a massive push for more
onshore wind and solar
power.

Shift from gas in heating
Heating our homes with
natural gas isn’t viable
in a net-zero future. A
major shift to renewable
electricity is one option.
The government will need
to provide grants to replace
old boilers.

5

Halve food waste
One way of freeing up land
for wildlife-rich forests is
to stop wasting so much of
the food we grow. Countries
like South Korea recycle a
lot of their food waste by
feeding it to livestock – so
less land is needed to grow
feed for animals.

Let’s tackle global
warming now. To urge
the prime minister
to make sure the UK
radically cuts emissions,
visit foe.uk/e21climatepetition
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SPACE FOR
NATURE?
I don’t think anyone really has a
clue what Britain actually looks
like. That’s a problem when
people are making decisions
about how we feed ourselves or how
much more affordable housing we can
build. Or, crucially, how much more space
for nature we can have.
I had a simple idea. To go on a walk and
make a short film that shows the United
Kingdom in the correct proportions.
From above you start to see how hard it
is to find any parts of this country where
people haven’t had some kind of imprint
on the landscape.
Dan Raven-Ellison,
guerrilla geographer,
National Geographic
Explorer. Last year he
travelled from the north
of Scotland to the south
of England filming as he
walked and swam through
our varied landscapes.
That orange dot in the
midst of the forest is him.
To see Dan’s film ‘The UK
in 100 Seconds’ made in
collaboration with Friends
of the Earth, visit:
foe.uk/e21-uk100

One of the most shocking things was
realising that half of all the cereal crops
you see in the countryside are fed to
livestock. What else could we do with
that land?
One in 7 species in the UK is at risk of
extinction. Could we create more space
for wildlife? Of course we can. The first
step is to see clearly what this country
looks like now.
I hope this film ignites a
conversation about what we
want the UK to look like –
and be like.
Dan Raven-Ellison
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HOW NOT TO
EAT YOUR
CLOTHES

Five natural highs on your doorstep
Why not enjoy a nature
spot near to home this
summer? After all, your
support has helped
protect some of the
best the UK has to offer.
1. Lough Neagh, Northern
Ireland (pictured)
Our largest freshwater lake,
where big skies and open
stretches of water make
for awesome sunrises and
sunsets. Friends of the

Earth is campaigning to end
unlawful sand dredging.
oxfordisland.com
2 Stonehenge and
Avebury, Wiltshire
Wiltshire is stuffed with
neolithic and bronze
age wonders, from the
curious Silbury Hill to the
imposing West Kennet
Long Barrow. Stonehenge
is the centrepiece. Friends
of the Earth is working with

the Stonehenge Alliance
against a road scheme
which could jeopardise
Stonehenge and Avebury’s
world heritage status.
english-heritage.org.uk
3. Otmoor, Oxfordshire
These wetlands have
survived the threat of 2
road schemes since the
1980s, thanks in part
to Friends of the Earth
campaigners. Listen
for skylarks, swifts and
swallows, and for turtle
doves purring in the
hedgerows – which
breed at Otmoor.
oxfordshire.gov.uk
4. South Downs National
Park, East and West
Sussex and Hampshire
Our newest national park,
designated in 2010 with
the help of Friends of
the Earth’s Brighton and
Hove group and others.
The South Downs Way
stretches for 100 miles and
offers spectacular views.
southdowns.gov.uk

Photo: Six mile images

5. Druridge Bay,
Northumberland
Miles of pristine coastline
between Amble and
Cresswell that we’re
trying to protect from
a new coal mine. Listen
for the grasshopper
warbler in the evenings.
visitnorthumberland.com
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Lots of our clothes are shedding tiny bits
of plastic – microfibres – that can escape
into the ocean and potentially enter the
food chain. Yum.

30°

The best fix for plastic pollution is to
phase out all non-essential plastics.
Meanwhile, some simple steps could help
curb microfibre pollution from clothes.

1. Wash at low
temperatures
It’s less aggressive and
therefore less likely to
shake out plastic fibres.

2. Put washing in a bag
Use a Guppy Bag or
Coraball in your machine –
to help catch microfibres
shed during the wash.

3. Fill the washing machine
A full machine reduces
friction between items – in
other words, they don’t rub
against each other as much.

4. Reduce spin speeds
Faster spins dry clothes
quicker but also shake
them up more, risking
more plastics shedding.

5. Air dry
Tumble drying is more
aggressive than hanging
the washing out – and could
cause your clothes to shed
more plastic.

6. Use a front-loader
Tests show that toploaders probably release
more plastic fibres than a
front-loading machine.

7. Buy fewer fleeces
Polyester fleece could be
one of the biggest emitters
of microfibres. Consider
buying a woollen instead.

8. Buy clothes that last
New clothes probably shed
more plastic in the first
washes – so frequently
changing your wardrobe
may add to plastic pollution.

Thank you for your amazing support.
Could you do one more thing?

Make the government get drastic on plastic
There’s too much plastic in our oceans.
No one knows how long it’s going to take
to decompose, but it will certainly take
hundreds of years. Meanwhile, experts
estimate that plastic is ingested by 31
species of marine mammals and more
than 100 species of sea birds.
A law to force change
For more than 40 years we’ve campaigned
to reduce waste. Now we’re pushing for

legislation that will drastically reduce
plastic pollution. It’s time to face up to
the fact that individuals alone can’t fix the
plastic crisis – and make the companies
that manufacture and sell it pay their fair
share to clear it up.
Get drastic on plastic. Please sign our
petition calling on the government to take
action now.
foe.uk/e21-plastic

 	Our paper is totally recycled and our printers hold EMAS certification which means they care about
the environment. Friends of the Earth Limited, registered in England and Wales, number 1012357.
Registered office: 139 Clapham Road, London SW9 0HP. February 2019.

