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Dear Friend,

We’re delighted to share our 2021 Progress Report with you. 

Despite the uncertainty and challenges of the past year, we’ve achieved significant wins. We did this with your incredible 
support. From getting plans for the opencast coal mine in Druridge Bay abandoned, to the moratorium on road-building  
in Wales, we’re proud of our impact over the past twelve months. 

The pandemic has revealed both the weaknesses and strengths of our society. We know that without radical change 
this decade, injustice and inequality will be exacerbated by the growing climate and ecological crises. Therefore, more 
than ever, social justice is going to be at the heart of our work as we help communities and nations recover and rebuild 
together. Those who are most at risk – from current and future impacts or being unable to participate and benefit from 
the transformation – will be at the heart of what we do. 

Friends of the Earth’s ability to work from grassroots to global is key for this next phase of action. With 50 years  
of campaigning behind us, we know from experience this is how meaningful change happens.

We hope you enjoy reading about the impact you’ve had, the achievements you’ve made possible, and what is to come  
for Friends of the Earth.  

Thank you for standing by our side. Protecting people and planet has never been more important.  

Warmest wishes, 

 

Miriam Turner and Hugh Knowles 
Co-Executive Directors of Friends of the Earth 
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Strengthening our network of Local 
Groups and Climate Action groups 
is at the heart of our work in the 
England Team. The last year has 
been an unusual one for everyone, 
and we had to really adapt our 
ways of working, building group 
members’ confidence in using 
digital tools like Zoom, so we  
could keep in touch and continue  
to support our groups. 

This year we introduced regular 
monthly regional meet-ups 
on Zoom, where best practice 
and campaign experience are 
shared between groups, and peer 
relationships within groups at a 
regional level can grow. We also 
introduced a programme of regular 
monthly regional email newsletters 
to ensure our groups have the 
latest information about our 
campaigns and support at  
a regional level.  

Another exciting development 
has been a focus on building new 
campaign partnerships with diverse 
groups underrepresented in our 
network. This has included creating 
connections nationally, with 
organisations like the Runnymede 
Trust, the UK’s leading independent 
race equality thinktank, Eco-Sikh 
UK and Hindu Climate Action, 
and locally, with Bristol’s Black 
and Green Ambassadors and 
Leicester’s Race Equality Centre, 
which became a Climate Action 
group in June 2021.  

Our annual meeting of activists, 
Groundswell, was back this year as 
an online event, after a year off due 
to the pandemic. Bringing together 
communities, activists and experts 
from across the climate justice 
movement, Groundswell is an 
opportunity to work together to 
plan local action. Throughout the 

weekend hundreds of people joined 
different Groundswell sessions, 
ranging from preparations for 
campaigning at the COP26 
international climate talks and how 
to join our network of groups, to 
digital skills training and how to 
lobby councils for better Climate 
Action Plans.  

We’ve had wonderful feedback 
that both Groundswell and our 
work to strengthen the network 
have empowered groups in 
campaign building, including the 
ability to help co-create the 2021 
election campaign you can read 
about later. Peer relationships and 
information sharing between the 
regions have developed groups’ 
confidence, as they hear about 
work and successes from similar 
groups. Sharing also gives groups 
the knowledge and tools to build 
stronger campaigns. For example, 

we shared the experiences of 
successful Druridge Bay coal mine 
campaigners with the Whitehaven 
coal mine coalition (both campaigns 
are highlighted later in this report) 
to help with their planning ahead 
of the September Public Inquiry. 
Thank you for helping us to provide 
such valuable support for so  
many people. 

Looking forward, we’re supporting 
our network to participate in 
COP26 actions, promote our 
Climate Action Plan, stop the 
Whitehaven coal mine in Cumbria 
and develop Green Jobs summits, 
which you can read about later  
in this report. 

Groundswell, 2019
Friends of the Earth

As Friends of the Earth 
EWNI, we work on the 
ground in England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland.  
Here’s a brief update from 
our teams in each nation.

SUPPORTING CAMPAIGNS 
ACROSS ENGLAND
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In Northern Ireland, we’ve made 
great strides over the last year in 
securing the first Climate Change 
Bill, a legally binding agreement 
to cut carbon emissions year-on-
year, following England’s world-
leading Climate Change Act in 
2009, a major campaign win for 
Friends of the Earth. The Climate 
Change Bill is the first bill of its type 
for Northern Ireland. It’s now at 
Committee Stage and has cross-
party support. We expect it to pass 
early next year. 

We continue to successfully 
resist giant mining projects and 
new fossil fuel infrastructure. The 
largest gold mine ever proposed 
in Europe in County Tyrone is 
being resisted by many local 
groups. We’re supporting groups 
such as Save our Sperrins and 
have co-founded a group called 
Communities Against the Injustice 
of Mining, an all-Ireland anti-mining 
network. A public inquiry is not 
expected for at least a year.  

 

We also continue to work to end 
pollution from industrial factory 
farming. We’re campaigning to stop 
its expansion, and highlighting the 
pollution threat from ammonia and 
phosphates and the damage to air, 
habitats and water quality. Thanks 
to your support, we’re resisting 
major projects using legal and 
planning interventions. 

Over the next year, we’ll be rolling 
out our plans for a green and 
fair recovery. We’re working on 
Climate Action Plans at a local 
and national level in councils and 
in the Northern Ireland Assembly. 
Both the Assembly and 60% of 
councils have declared climate 
emergencies and we’re supporting 
political parties in a green new deal 
for Northern Ireland. We’ll also 
continue to support communities 
and dozens of groups in protecting 
nature and their special places. 
Our legal action on Lough Neagh 
is helping to protect our biggest 
wetland from damaging extractive 
industries and we’re using the 
campaign to protect many other 
nature reserves from extractivism.

Lough Neagh, Northern Ireland
Getty Images

PROTECTING NORTHERN 
IRELAND’S CLIMATE  
AND LANDSCAPES
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It’s been an exciting year in Wales, 
despite the obvious challenges with 
the lack of face-to-face meetings 
and events. In the first half of the 
year, groups and activists in all 
22 council areas engaged with 
their councils on preparing local 
Climate Action Plans – sharing 

our proposals and demonstrating 
community support for bold 
action. Every council now has a 
plan in place and although many 
need strengthening, our network 
continues to build on these 
relationships. A number of councils 
also pledged to divest their pension 

funds from fossil fuel companies, 
and new data from Platform and 
Friends of the Earth showed that 
these investments have reduced 
by around £500 million in the 
past 4 years. This is a fantastic 
development that we couldn’t have 
achieved without your support. 

We focused on getting 
breakthroughs in the policy 
areas of transport and waste 
in the past year. We launched a 
ground-breaking report setting 
out transport policies fit for the 
climate emergency, recommending 
a big shift from road building and 
cars to active travel and public 
transport, and proposing practical 
solutions from other countries. As 
well as starting a media and public 
debate, this opened doors with 
the Welsh government and helped 
us influence its new transport 
strategy, which then adopted 
many of our proposals. The new 
government announced a freeze 
on building new roads and a review 
of all proposals. And after years of 
campaigning locally and nationally, 
we won a moratorium on new 
incinerators and a big shift in focus 
from recycling to zero waste  
and a circular economy.  

The new government strategy 
takes on board many of our 
proposals, such as reducing single-
use items, more responsibility 
placed on producers, and an 
increased focus on community 
action and solutions. Thank you  
for being part of making this huge 
shift happen. 

Now that there’s a new government 
and Senedd in place (see the 
next section for details), we’ll 
be ramping up the pressure for 
ambitious climate action in Wales 
in the coming year. COP26 offers 
an opportunity to emphasise our 
global responsibilities and build 
a wider and more diverse climate 
justice movement in Wales. We’re 
looking forward to building new 
relationships with politicians and 
other organisations, both directly 
and through our network of groups, 
and ensuring that an ambitious 
and comprehensive Climate Action 
Plan for Wales is adopted by  
the end of the year. 

WINNING PIVOTAL  
CAMPAIGNS IN WALES

Brecon Beacons, Wales
Getty Images
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The 2021 election campaign was a 
major focus for our work. This was 
a key moment to secure bold and 
ambitious climate commitments 
from candidates standing to be our 
new councillors, Metro Mayors and 
Senedd Members across England 
and Wales. 

Thanks to you, we supported 80 
grassroots Climate Action groups 
and Local Groups to lead their own 
election campaigns, by providing 
training, resources, guidance and 
one-to-one support. Groups across 
England and Wales organised over 
36 public hustings, secured one-to-
one meetings with candidates to 
discuss the climate and ecological 
crises in their regions, and used 
local media and social media to 
raise the profile of climate action 
in this important election. Climate 
Action groups were backed up by 
over 6,000 Friends of the Earth 
supporters, who emailed their 

candidates urging them to take  
our Climate Action Pledge.  
Thanks to you, it worked!

Candidates from across England 
and Wales signed up to our Climate 
Action Pledge and committed  
to take bold and ambitious  
climate action: 

•  112 Senedd candidates took 
our pledge. 25 went on to be 
elected, meaning that 41% of the 
Senedd have now committed 
to bold climate action. These 
include prominent Labour cabinet 
members Eluned Morgan and 
Jeremy Miles, and party leaders 
Adam Price (Plaid) and  
Jane Dodds (Liberal Democrats). 

   ••  We also won commitments 
for climate action from the 
parties, and the first action of 
the new Welsh government 
was to establish a powerful new 
Climate Change Ministry that 
brings together most of the 
policy levers needed to act on 
decarbonisation. 

•  21 Metro Mayor candidates took 
our pledge. Of those elected, 6 out 
of the 8 Metro Mayors have taken 
the pledge: Andy Street (West 
Midlands), Andy Burnham (Greater 
Manchester), Steve Rotheram 
(Liverpool City Region),  
Tracy Brabin (West Yorkshire),  

Dan Norris (West of England)  
and Nik Johnson (Cambridgeshire 
& Peterborough).

•  56% of elected London Assembly 
Members took the Climate  
Action Pledge.

•  Over 500 councillor candidates 
took the Climate Action Pledge.

What does this pledge mean for 
climate and planet? In Wales, most 
decisions relating to the climate 
emergency are made by the 
Senedd and Welsh government, 
and they’re the key decision-
makers for taking climate action.  

Engaging with decision-makers 
early on, and getting commitment 
from Senedd Members to prioritise 
the climate in everything they 
do, means we can hold them to 

account for the next 5-year Senedd 
term, by reminding them of their 
pledge commitment when difficult 
decisions come up. Similarly 
in England, Metro Mayors and 
London Assembly Members are 
key decision-makers in the climate 
crisis – often making changes 
faster than national government. 
For example, the new Clean Air 
Zone introduced in Birmingham 
in June 2021 and the West of 
England Metro Mayor Dan Norris’ 
commitment to “turbo charge” 
low-carbon jobs in the region. By 
getting many key decision-makers 
publicly signed up to our campaign, 
we can hold them to account 
for their actions, alongside our 
activists, supporters and regional 
coalition partners. These are key 
breakthroughs that we achieved 
because of your support.

Friends of the Earth project messaging about green jobs during the elections, 2021
Friends of the Earth

THE SENEDD, MAYORAL  
AND COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Beyond our regional work 
in the past year, we’ve 
undertaken a broad range  
of campaigns, site battles, 
legal work and more.
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PROMOTING A GREEN  
AND FAIR RECOVERY 

As our world was thrown upside 
down in 2020 by the coronavirus 
crisis, many saw an opportunity 
for us to rebuild the world in a way 
that would be better for people 
and planet. As part of our work 
encouraging the government 
to undertake a green and fair 
recovery, the day before the 
Chancellor’s 2021 Spring Budget 
we published our report, “An 
emergency plan on green jobs 
for young people”. Produced by 
Transition Economics for Friends  
of the Earth, it finds the UK facing  
a youth unemployment emergency, 
with 500,000 16-24-year-olds  
out of work. 

Young people are facing 
an impending dual crisis, 
disproportionately affected by 
both the economic fallout from 
the pandemic and the escalating 
climate emergency. The report 
recommends a “green opportunity 
guarantee” for all young people 
and investment of up to £10 
billion to create 250,000 new 
green apprenticeships, as well 
as a government-funded £40 
billion-a-year green infrastructure 
programme of shovel-ready 
projects. The recommendations  

are supported by the TUC, NUS, 
and youth-led organisation Teach 
the Future. 

The report had excellent pick-up 
across national and local media 
and was sent to MPs to inform 
their preparation for the Budget 
debates. Beyond the Budget, we 
plan to build on this initial interest, 
developing more youth-focused 
content and actions with the 
people in our case studies and 
allies, and sharing the data from  
the report with local groups  

to strengthen their campaigning. 
We’re developing green jobs 
summits in key locations like 
London, Tees Valley, Derbyshire, 
Cornwall and Cumbria. Green jobs 
are fundamental to delivering the 
Climate Action Plans that we’re 
lobbying councils to produce,  
and show that tackling the climate 
emergency will create new 
employment opportunities  
for young people. 

CLIMATE ACTION GROUPS 

A vital part of Friends of the 
Earth, our Climate Action groups 
have played an integral role in 
our regional work, our elections 
campaign and promoting a green 
and fair recovery. 

Despite the challenging context 
of the last year, our new network 
of Climate Action groups has 
continued to grow and thrive. 
Over the last year, 78 new Climate 
Action groups have joined our 
network, bringing the total to 275. 
These community groups are now 
leading local campaigns for climate 
action with the support, training 
and guidance of Friends  
of the Earth.  

In September 2020, ahead 
of the government’s budget 
announcement, our Climate 
Action groups mobilised to push 
for a green and fair recovery from 
the pandemic. 50 groups across 
England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland organised online events, 
ran social media campaigns and 
lobbied their MPs. 

Alongside pushing the UK 
government to take urgent 
action, Climate Action groups 

Investment in green energy creates green jobs
Getty Images
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have continued to push their 
local leaders too. Groups have 
led campaigns to persuade their 
councils to adopt ambitious 
Climate Action Plans, and the 
results are showing – over 75%  
of councils now have one. We  
hope you agree that this is  
a phenomenal result. 

As we move into the coming 
year, we’ll support our Climate 

Action groups to work with their 
communities to ensure that 
politicians are held to account on 
their election promises and local 
Climate Action Plans are delivered. 
Our network will also be mobilising 
for COP26. As well as joining mass 
mobilisations in Glasgow and other 
big cities across the UK, our groups 
will organise demonstrations, 
marches and events in their own 
home villages, towns and cities.

SUPPORTING YOUNG 
PEOPLE AND FAMILIES

Our youth programmes are a 
growing priority. Our successful My 
World My Home youth campaigning 
programme has been running in 
further education colleges since 
2016, engaging and empowering 
young people from a wide variety 
of backgrounds to lead their own 
environmental justice campaigns.  

This year My World My Home 
was delivered almost exclusively 
online, with practical support given 
to students who would otherwise 
have struggled to access the 
technology needed to take part.  
56 young people participated in  
the programme and achieved 
multiple campaign wins, including 
new recycling programmes in 
colleges, support for a green 

transition from the new West 
of England Metro Mayor, and 
improvements to education about 
the environment for all students. 

We’ll be expanding our programme 
this year, piloting work with 
students with special educational 
needs and disabilities, building 
relationships with new colleges, 
and working in Northern Ireland 
for the first time. In addition, we’re 
adding new projects to our wider 
youth programme. These include 
a Campaign Leadership Mentoring 
programme for graduates of 
My World My Home funded by 
the Richard Sandbrook Trust, 
developing a new Young Friends 
of the Earth network of grassroots 
groups, and ramping up our support 
for youth campaigning in the  
run-up to COP 26, particularly 
around the provision of green jobs  
for young people. 

The England Team with campaigners in Cumbria, 2021
Friends of the Earth

Wildflower planting, Walthamstow
Friends of the Earth

No Planet B, North East England
Getty Images
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BRINGING AN END  
TO FOSSIL FUEL USE

One of our primary objectives 
for COP26 is to push the UK 
government to end its support for 
coal, oil and gas, both at home and 
internationally. The last year has 
seen some significant activity for 
Friends of the Earth in this area, 
and we hope you feel an enormous 
sense of pride in what you helped 
us to achieve. 

September and October 2020  
saw the culmination of a 7-year 
fight against Banks Mining’s  
plans to dig England’s largest 
opencast coal mine at Druridge 
Bay, Northumberland. This could 
have been a disaster for the 
climate and the local community. 
Burning coal is one of the biggest 
contributors to climate change,  
and causes air pollution that’s 
linked to health concerns like 
asthma. Furthermore, opencast 
mining coal leads to habitat and 
wildlife loss, and contributes little 
to local, sustainable job creation. 

Despite business minister Sajid 
Javid rejecting plans for the coal 
mine in March 2018 due to the 
impact on the climate, Banks 
Mining appealed the decision,  
so the government was called  

on to reconsider the application. 
In September 2020, communities 
secretary Robert Jenrick again 
refused planning permission, 
having found the proposal to be 
“not environmentally acceptable”. 
And then in October, Banks Mining 
confirmed it wouldn’t challenge  
the government’s decision and  
so the proposed coal mine at 
Druridge Bay will not be built.  
This was an incredible win for  
local campaigners, supported  
by Friends of the Earth, and you. 

In June, we celebrated a similar 
achievement, winning the fight 
against another Banks Mining 
opencast coal mine, at Dewley 
Hill on the outskirts of Newcastle. 
After the application for the mine 
in March 2019, the 300-strong 
Defend Dewley Hill campaign group 
formed, gathering over 2,000 
letters of objection. Thanks to our 
combined pressure, the council 
rejected the application because 
of its impacts on landscape, 
biodiversity and the green belt. 
Finally, Banks Mining announced 
that it wouldn’t appeal the decision. 
This is another incredible win, 
which signals the end of opencast 
coal mining in England. 

As you probably know, Friends  
of the Earth is also campaigning  

to stop the first deep coal mine in 
the UK in 30 years in Whitehaven, 
on England’s west coast. This 
project would significantly 
undermine the UK’s chances of 
meeting its climate targets. The 
government announced a public 
inquiry into the plan, which will  
take place in September 2021.  
The final decision will then rest  
with communities secretary  
Robert Jenrick. 

Friends of the Earth is a main 

participant in the public inquiry, 
alongside South Lakes Action  
on Climate Change. Following our 
statement of case, which set out 
the top-level arguments that we’ll 
put forward at the public inquiry, 
we were delighted that Cumbria 
County Council shifted from their 
unanimous support for the mine 
two years ago to a neutral position, 
meaning the developers West 
Cumbria Mining will now be the 
only party arguing for the mine  
to be built. 

FOEEWNI, FOES and campaigners hand in an 80,000-strong petition  
against Cambo Oil field. Friends of the Earth
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In the run-up to the public inquiry, 
we’ve increased our support for 
local campaign groups, including 
recruiting a community organiser 
and providing more time from our 
regional campaigns organiser for 
the North West. We’re delivering 
a programme of online Zoom 
events for local activists – a mix of 
campaign updates, campaign co-
creation and planning, training and 
special events. We hope to have 
good news to share with you! 

Looking overseas, our work this 
year on the UK government’s 
financing of fossil fuel projects 
abroad has seen a huge win thanks 
to your support. We secured a 
world-first announcement from 
the government that it will end 
export finance and trade promotion 
for new oil, natural gas or coal 
energy projects with “very limited 
exceptions”. Working with a wide-

ranging coalition of groups, we 
utilised our strengths by bringing 
a legal challenge against the 
government. We mobilised tens  
of thousands of supporter actions 
and applied pressure to parliament.  
And we worked with our sister 
group Friends of the Earth 
Mozambique, where the UK  
is funding a huge new liquefied 
natural gas plant, to ensure  
the voices of the most impacted 
were heard in the debate. 

The government’s new policy is 
not perfect, so in the next year 
we’ll be working to ensure its 
implementation is as strong 
as possible and the UK doesn’t 
use other funding channels to 
finance more fossil fuel projects. 
Crucially, this new policy doesn’t 
reverse the UK’s support for the 
Mozambique gas plant. So after 
successfully winning permission 
for a legal case to be heard 
here, we’ll be challenging the 
government in court this autumn, 
because we believe the decision 
to fund the plant was made 
unlawfully with regard to the UK’s 
climate commitments. We’re also 
continuing our work with sister 
groups to replicate our successful 
challenges of fossil fuel funding 
investment internationally. 

PUSHING FOR PLANET-
FRIENDLY TRADE POLICIES

Our work to help make sure that 
future UK trade policy doesn’t 
fuel climate breakdown or 
ecosystem destruction continues. 
We’ve been tirelessly defending 
environmental, food and animal 
welfare standards from the threats 
posed by trade deals. We’ve 
been monitoring negotiations, 
analysing trade agreements and 
sharing our concerns with the 
media and MPs. We were one of 
a number of campaigning groups 
that successfully persuaded the 
government to bring forward 
new proposals to limit illegal 
deforestation in supply chains and 
to increase scrutiny of new trade 
deals. We’ve also co-authored a 
report on how the UK could trade 
in ways that help rather than hinder 
climate action. 

Over the next year, we’ll be talking 
more about the links between 
international investment in fossil 
fuels and the climate crisis, and 
campaigning to ensure that after 
the climate talks, the UK takes 
concrete action to cut our global 
footprint. We’ll be pushing for 
stronger due diligence laws to 
eliminate all forms of deforestation 

from UK supply chains, and working 
with parliamentary committees 
to ensure they’re well prepared 
to investigate the potential 
environmental impacts of future 
trade agreements. This is a vital 
piece of work that we can only  
do with your support. 

FIGHTING AVIATION 
EXPANSION

At a hearing on Heathrow 
expansion in October 2020 at 
the Supreme Court, we were 
defending our Court of Appeal 
win on the legality of the Airports 
National Policy Statement, which 
provides support for a third runway 
at Heathrow. While the court did 
not rule in our favour, there were 
some clear positive outcomes 
from the process. We’re preparing 
for a planning application for a 

Aeroplane above the forest
Getty ImagesCumbria coal local action

Friends of the Earth
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third runway, which would lead 
to a major public inquiry and 
require involvement of staff 
from various teams. There is still 
everything to play for as full climate 
considerations must be addressed 
and resolved at the planning stage. 

Looking at aviation more widely, in 
December 2020 the government’s 
Climate Change Committee (CCC) 
advised that International Aviation 
and Shipping (IAS) emissions 

should be brought into the Sixth 
Carbon Budget. Friends of the 
Earth followed this up and as part 
of a group of NGOs, wrote to the 
Prime Minister in February 2021 
calling for IAS to be included. And 
in April, we were delighted that the 
government agreed. This is a big 
win for our climate change work. 

The CCC also advised that to 
keep within carbon budgets, 
there should be no net airport 

expansion – if an airport wants to 
expand, capacity would need to 
be cut elsewhere. That advice was 
reiterated in the CCC’s progress 
report of June 2021, but it hasn’t 
been adopted by the government. 

Our Regional Campaign Organisers 
have also been supporting local 
campaigners fighting regional 
airport expansion, with help from 
central staff.  

In the hope of influencing a full 
reconsideration of the application, 
Friends of the Earth’s legal team 
wrote to Leeds council ahead of 
its decision on expanding Leeds 
Bradford airport in March 2021, 
the first such decision since the 
CCC had said there should be no 
net airport expansion. Sadly, the 
application was approved. However, 
we also helped promote an action 
organised by Huddersfield Friends 
of the Earth demanding that the 
plan should be “called in” for a 
public inquiry and determination 
by the secretary of state. Having 
carried out both of these actions 
meant that we were delighted 
when, in April, the government 
decision on whether or not to call 
in the plan was delayed for an 
unspecified time, meaning that the 
expansion can’t currently proceed. 

DOUBLING UK TREE COVER 

In December 2020, we organised 
a “Tree Summit” to bring 
stakeholders together from across 
society to put pressure on the 
government for stronger tree 
targets and for best practice to 
dramatically increase tree cover 
in the UK. We were joined by 200 
people, including representatives 
from the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (DEFRA), local councillors, 
farmers, landowners, community 
groups, and NGOs. The day was full 
of panel discussions, as well as 
an address from forestry minister 
Zac Goldsmith. For the first time 
ever, the minister announced that 
current government tree targets 
were an absolute minimum, and the 
government could go further than 
its existing tree planting pledges 
if DEFRA can get more land from 
other government departments.  
He also mentioned the pressure 
from Friends of the Earth 
supporters, so thank you –  
we’ve definitely been noticed!

As we look forward to broadening 
our focus on nature protection and 
recovery over the next year, it’s 
wonderful to remember the notable 
achievements of our campaign  
to double tree cover:  

FOE legal team celebrating outside the Royal Court of Justice after our Heathrow win.  
Friends of the Earth
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•  12 local councils have committed 
to double tree cover on their land 
and/or support our call to double 
tree cover at the UK level. 

•  In the run up to the 2019 general 
election, all major political 
parties announced ambitious 
tree planting promises. Whilst 
their delivery on these promises 
since the election has been 
disappointing, there has been 
progress on the wider tree cover 
context including.

   ••  The current consideration 
to incorporate natural 
regeneration as a way to 
increase tree cover.

   ••  Our experts were invited to 
give evidence to the Tree 
Planting and Woodlands select 
committee and we are hoping 
the government will take on our 
recommendations

   ••  The England Tree Action Plan 
was published in May. Although 
the woodland cover target 
for 2050, set at 12%, was 
disappointing, the good news is 
that the government announced 
it’ll set a new long-term tree 
target next year, so we still have 
a chance to get a proper target 
to reforest the UK.

•  We pressured large landowners  
to increase tree cover on their  
land. This resulted in Water UK 
supporting our call to double  
UK tree cover (a big result  
as UK water companies own  
a lot of land).

ENDING THE SCOURGE  
OF PLASTICS POLLUTION

The Environment Bill has been a 
key focus for ending the multiple 
threats of plastic pollution to us and 
our natural environment this year. 
After several delays, this ground-
breaking piece of legislation is due 
to be passed this autumn.   

Friends of the Earth’s work on 
plastics and the Environment 
Bill was one of the top themes of 
cross-party MP speeches during 
the bill’s report stage debate on 
the 26 January 2021, with 7 direct 
mentions of Friends of Earth.  
And as the bill has continued  
its progress through parliament, 
Friends of the Earth’s work on 
plastics has been quoted in 
speeches by MPs and peers.  

At the debate, our plastics pollution 
reduction amendment, which sets 
legally-binding targets for cutting 
plastic pollution, was tabled by 
Conservative backbencher Chris 

Loder MP. It was supported by 
11 cross-party MPs, including 8 
Conservatives, putting us in a 
strong position to influence the 
current government. 15 peers 
spoke in favour of our plastics 
amendment on 23 June 2021. Our 
targeted support for Friends of the 
Earth local groups in West Dorset, 
Hillingdon and South Bedfordshire 
also led to direct political impact, 
with the 3 constituency MPs 
coming on board to champion 
or support our parliamentary 
plastics work. We continue to see 
broad public support for reducing 
plastic pollution. In May 2021, 
we commissioned new polling 
in partnership with City to Sea, 
which showed that 81% of Brits 
want refillable products to be a 
top government priority for ending 
the plastic pollution crisis. 45 
signatories from many sectors 
added their names to a joint letter 
to the PM, calling for targets for  
the reduction of plastic pollution  
to be set, including businesses  
such as Iceland, faith 
representatives, scientists,  
MPs, NGOs and student bodies. 

The Environment Bill is expected 
to receive Royal Assent before 
COP26 (November 2021), so  
we’ll continue to call for bold action 
from the government on setting 

Tree planting day, Oxford, 2019
Photo: Ross Harrison
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plastic pollution reduction  
targets, by using strategic and 
targeted parliamentary tactics,  
and expert discussions with 
political figures who are levers 
for change. We’re confident that 
our strong relationships with key 
decision-makers, and the pressure 
we can exert on them using our 
network of groups and coalitions, 
will bring about real change.

PROTECTING OUR  
RIGHT TO PROTEST

The government’s highly 
controversial Police, Crime, 
Sentencing and Courts Bill has 
been pushed through parliament 
at speed and with huge opposition 
from a wide range of charities, 
faith leaders, and civil society 
organisations. At the centre of 
their concerns is the impact of the 
legislation on the right to protest, 
and the criminalisation of the 

nomadic lives of the Gypsy, Roma 
and Traveller communities. The 
legislation contains a significant 
expansion of police powers to 
restrict non-violent protest, 
including due to noise levels, with 
increased sentences for breaching 
police conditions placed on 
protests, even for those who didn’t 
know the conditions were in place.

With peaceful protest such a 
central tactic of the environmental 
movement over the decades and 
key to so many successes, like the 
moratorium on fracking, Friends  
of the Earth has been at the centre 
of efforts to halt this undemocratic 
and draconian legislation. 

Working with organisations such 
as Liberty, the Quakers, Shelter and 
Amnesty UK, we’ve got 600,000 
people to sign petitions that 
oppose the crackdown on protest 
and the criminalisation of trespass. 
More than 250 organisations 
signed a joint letter we co-drafted 
to the Home Secretary, which  
can be found on our website.  
The government has little support 
for the bill, with criticism and pleas 
from a range of sources, including 
former senior police officers, a 
number of United Nations Special 
Rapporteurs for Human Rights and 
the government’s own watchdog, 

the Equalities and Human  
Rights Commission. Despite this, 
the bill passed in the House of 
Commons due to the government’s 
substantial majority. 

The bill now moves to the House 
of Lords, with the first debate 
scheduled for mid-September. 
We’re working with allies from 
across civil society to reach out  
to peers with a wide range of 
interests that might have benefited 
from protest in the past. We’ll 
maintain our campaign against 
these measures even if they 
become law, with further peaceful 
protests, campaigning tactics and 
perhaps legal challenges. 

CLIMATE ON THE GLOBAL 
STAGE: COP26

As we have mentioned, the  
UK is preparing to host the UN’s 
international climate talks, the 26th 
Conference of the Parties (COP26), 
in Glasgow this November. 

It’s a key opportunity for the 
environmental movement and, 
despite the continuing uncertainty 
about how the climate talks will 
work due to the pandemic, we’ve 
developed an ambitious plan to put 
climate justice centre stage. We’re 

Friends of the Earth at the Drive to Survive Policing Bill protest, 2021
Friends of the Earth
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calling for real progress from  
the talks, pushing the UK 
government to stop driving  
climate change by ending its 
support for coal, oil and gas both  
at home and internationally.  

We’re focusing on getting our 
supporters and our network ready 
to help deliver this plan, starting 
with a series of participatory 
webinars about climate justice  
and action planning for COP26 for 
our network, focused on mobilising 
around the Global Day of Action  
on 6 November. 

Internationally, we’re working 
closely with Friends of the Earth 
sister groups to help activists from  
around the world travel safely 
to Glasgow or mobilise at home 
during COP26. Travel and 
coronavirus restrictions threaten 
to exclude many people, so we 
collaborated on a powerful letter 
with a cold demand to COP26 
President Alok Sharma. This 
resulted in a meeting between 
the UK COP26 team, Friends of 
the Earth and Global South and 
Indigenous representatives. In the 
run-up to the climate talks, we’ll 
bring our demands to parliament 
and COP26, and we’ll share our 
expertise and analysis by reporting 
on negotiations from inside the talks. 

There is much more to come  
on Friends of the Earth’s action  
on climate before, during and after  
COP26 and we can’t wait to share 
all of this with you.

Paris Climate Talks, COP 21
Photo: Luke Tomac
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We hope you have enjoyed reading about 
everything you have helped us to achieve  
in the last year. We are truly grateful for all  
of your support and if you have any questions  
or comments, please do get in touch.

Thank you.


