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Miriam Turner and Hugh Knowles  
Co-Executive Directors of Friends of the Earth

Dear Friend,    

We are pleased to share this year’s Progress Report and hope  
you enjoy reading about the work your support has made possible. 

As we write, Britain has hit temperatures of 40°C for the first 
time, and the devastating impacts of climate change have never 
been clearer. Homes have burned, roads have melted, lives have 
been lost. Meanwhile, candidates battle to be our next PM, and 
indications suggest plans for a new coal mine in Cumbria may be 
approved. Yet, on the climate crisis, nothing but silence from the 
government.  

Like many of you we are angry. These events are neither 
unpredictable nor freak. We are facing a new normal with a dire lack 
of leadership.  

Yet even during the darkest weeks, there are sparks of hope.   

At the peak of the heatwave, we heard we had won our legal case 
challenging the government’s Net Zero Strategy. This landmark 
ruling is a huge victory for climate justice, and a timely reminder 
that the better world we believe is possible is attainable.    

Thank you for your support that has enabled so much. We hope  
you will continue to work with us – closer than ever – to ensure no 
one is left behind on the journey to a safer, healthier, greener future.  

With best wishes, 
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The Environment Act,  
which we campaigned  

for, became law.
COP26 

happened – thousands 
mobilised in support  
of a greener future

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2021-2022

Here are some of the things we have achieved together 
since July 2021:

OCTOBER 2021

£5bn
 windfall tax imposed 
on energy companies 
following our energy  

crisis campaign

Friends of the Earth Northern 
Ireland help secure first

Climate Change Act  
in Northern Ireland

IGas application  
for planned shale gas 
testing at Ellesmere 

port dismissed

We won 
our High Court 

case against the 
government’s 

inadequate Net 
Zero Strategy!

We welcomed

146,000 
brand new supporters to 

join our global community 
of 2 million

We marked 

10 years 
of campaigning to reverse 
the decline of our natural 

pollinators

JULY 2022The Welsh 
government 

became founding 
signatories of the 

Beyond Oil and 
Gas Alliance
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reductions that policies will achieve and explain how any shortfall 
will be made up.  This judgment will have a direct impact on the 
government’s economy-wide plans to meet our carbon budgets, 
and puts the NZS at the top of the to-do list for the next Prime 
Minister when they are elected in September. 

This campaign is an example of the Friends of the Earth family at 
its best; with the support of our donors and the expertise of our 
legal team and campaigners, we have seized this vital opportunity 
to make a meaningful impact upon the UK’s pathway to net zero 
emissions. Thank you, from all of us, to everyone involved in this 
fantastic achievement. 

NET ZERO STRATEGY – A HISTORIC WIN

In October 2021, the UK government published the Net Zero 
Strategy (NZS), its economy-wide plan to reduce emissions in 
line with legally binding targets.  Our legal team saw immediately 
that the document was more rhetoric than detail. We filed a court 
challenge in January 2022 arguing that the government had failed 
to deliver a meaningful and lawful strategy, took it to court in June, 
alongside ClientEarth and Good Law Project, and by July a judge 
had ruled that our court case was successful. It marks a huge win 
for us, and wouldn’t have been possible without 
your support. 

This will go down in history as a momentous 
victory in holding the UK’s leaders to account 
for their inadequate commitments to 
reducing emissions and has already set 
into a motion a number of steps toward a 
healthier, fairer future. 

The case was successful on 2 grounds in relation 
to the Climate Change Act 2008: firstly, that the government 
minister didn’t have sufficient information to adopt the NZS in the 
first place, and secondly, that the NZS itself doesn’t provide enough 
information to fulfil its purpose  of showing how our upcoming 
carbon budgets will be met. 

What makes this win so special is that Friends of the Earth also led 
the campaign that brought about the world’s first Climate Change 
Act – national law to set legally binding carbon reduction targets. 
As our lead lawyer, Katie de Kauwe, comments: “[This case] shows 
that the Climate Change Act is a piece of legislation which has 
teeth, and can, if necessary, be enforced through our court system 
if the government does not comply with its legal duties.”

The Court has ordered the government to produce an updated NZS 
by 31 March 2023, which must include details of the emissions 

‘Hopes for the future’ messages from children to Boris Johnson.  
Held outside the Royal Courts on the first day of the Net Zero case.

www.foe.uk/net-zero-briefing
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THE PHIL MICHAELS SCHOLARSHIP: 
SUPPORTING FUTURE GENERATIONS

“My name is Millie, and I joined Friends of 
the Earth in 2021 as one of two Legal Interns 
funded by the Phil Michaels Scholarship. I’m only 
halfway through the scholarship programme, and I’ve already 
learnt invaluable skills in a way that would not otherwise have been 
possible this early in my career.

When Friends of the Earth took the government to court over 
its economy-wide decarbonisation strategy (NZS) to reduce 
carbon emissions throughout the UK, I contributed to the case, 
undertaking legal research and reviewing court documents pending 
submission. I also spoke on behalf of the legal team and drafted an 
article about the intricacies of the legal challenge. 

The hearing was my first time attending court, made even more 
memorable as I was an active member of the legal team from the 
beginning of the case right up to the trial.

Through being on the frontline of climate litigation, I’ve gained 
incredible insight into the inner workings needed to bring a case  
to court. This has supplemented my knowledge from legal 
academia to give me a well-rounded skillset as a budding 
environmentalist and human rights lawyer.

Millie John-Pierre
Legal Intern

“ I’ve gained incredible 
insight into the inner 
workings needed to 
bring a case to court.”

Left: Demo outside the Royal Courts of Justice to mark the decision  
to continue the Horse Hill oil project

Read more about the Phil 

Michaels Scholarship on our 

website: foe.uk/phil-michaels

”

www.foe.uk/phil-michaels
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received extensive press coverage, with key findings mentioned 
during Prime Minister’s Questions and in the House of Lords. 
Packed-out events on local resistance to fossil fuel projects, 
the financing of fossil fuels and “dangerous distractions” such 
as offsetting helped raise the profile of key issues. Building on 
this momentum, we also helped to convince the Climate Change 
Committee (CCC) to change its position on new oil and gas projects. 
We conveyed the importance of sending a clear signal to end new 
oil and gas projects when meeting with CCC chair Lord Deben and 
by coordinating a joint letter to all CCC members signed by a range 
of organisations.  

Shortly after our meeting, we were thrilled to discover that the 
CCC had written to the government and for the first time called for 
a “presumption against exploration” of oil and gas, reflecting the 
messaging and stats in our joint letter. 

COP26

In November 2021, the world’s eyes were on Glasgow as it hosted 
COP26, the UN climate talks. This was a huge moment for Friends 
of the Earth and the wider climate movement. Throughout, we saw 
our research and solutions being picked up and used by delegates, 
media and in parliament – incredible evidence of how Friends of the 
Earth is leading and shaping conversations about climate action.  

Amid the cascade of empty words and sound bites from world 
leaders, we called for real emissions cuts at source, connecting and 
mobilising activists worldwide to take part in the Global Day 
of Action for Climate Justice. This outstanding demonstration 
of people power united millions under the banner of climate 
action and built crucial demand for the solutions needed to face 
future challenges. 

In order to keep fossil fuels on the agenda at COP26, Friends of the 
Earth produced and co-wrote the Tip of the Iceberg report 
(foe.uk/iceberg), revealing that fossil fuel companies planned to 
launch at least 40 new coal, oil and gas extraction projects in the 
UK by 2025. Combined, these projects could emit almost 3 times 
the yearly greenhouse gas emissions for the entire UK. The report 

This outstanding 
demonstration of 
people power united 
millions under the 
banner of climate 
action and built 
crucial demand for 
the solutions needed 
to face future 
challenges. 

Friends of the Earth demonstrators at the Global Day of Action  
for Climate Justice, in Glasgow

Stop Cambo collaborative  
demo in Glasgow

www.foe.uk/iceberg
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LANDMARK MOMENT FOR NORTHERN IRELAND 

2022 will forever mark a momentous occasion in Northern Ireland, 
as the very first Climate Change Act was granted Royal Assent in 
May, after years of campaigning by Friends of the Earth Northern 
Ireland.  

We’ll make sure that this Act is fully implemented by focussing  
on the Climate Action Plans, the Just Transition Commission and 
the role of the Independent Commissioner on Climate for Northern 
Ireland. By ensuring these 3 areas are developed and on track,  
we can help guarantee that this ground-breaking new policy fulfils 
its potential. This is against a backdrop of increasing political 
instability and the lack of an executive sitting at Stormont,  
so we’ve got our work cut out! 

We’ve also been working to stop new fossil fuel exploration and 
infrastructure from being given the go-ahead. We’re supporting 
communities at Cloghan Point, Whitehead, opposing a new oil 
and gas terminal, and have taken legal proceedings against the 
government in relation to the gas caverns project in Larne Lough. 
We succeeded in securing commitments from all the main political 
parties that they’ll oppose future petroleum licenses if elected,  
and we’ll be keeping a close eye on the future executive at 
Stormont to hold those commitments to account. 

Finally, we’ve been working with investigative journalists on 
revealing the lobbying tactics of the agri-food corporate industries 
against progressive environmental policies.  

Friends of the Earth Northern Ireland’s next major focus, and  
a key demand from communities, is helping to revive the campaign 
for an independent Environmental Protection Agency. A new 
campaign plan and several public events are being planned, with  
a view to demanding better structures of environmental protection 
from our leaders. We look forward to updating you on our progress 
in next year’s report. Sunset at Larne Lough, Getty images
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CAMPAIGN SUCCESSES IN ENGLAND

We’ve enjoyed a busy year, working with our network of groups  
to ramp up action  as we started to emerge from lockdown and the 
restrictions imposed by the pandemic. 

We’re working hard to stop new fossil fuel projects from being 
given the go ahead. In spring 2022, groups campaigning against 
planned shale gas testing at Ellesmere Port secured an incredible 
win when an application by IGas was dismissed by the government 
on climate grounds.  

A case brought by local campaigner Sarah 
Finch (Weald Action Group) against the 
planned expansion of oil drilling at Horse 
Hill in Surrey, in which Friends of the 
Earth was a legal intervener, lost in the 
court of appeal. It was a very close ruling, 
with the judges divided 2 to 1. 

Although unsuccessful, the judgment makes clear that local 
authorities can require an assessment of emissions resulting from 
the burning of the fossil fuel (its end-use), which Surrey County 
Council hadn’t done. This improves the law, and we hope will be 
beneficial in other cases. 

Meanwhile, we’re continuing to fight plans for a new coal mine  
at Whitehaven, West Cumbria, and hope to hear a decision from  
the government soon.   

We were excited to join hundreds of grassroots activists at our 
Groundswell events this summer in Newcastle, Manchester, Bristol, 
Peterborough and London. It was great to be back together in-
person for the first time since 2019, and inspiring to hear so many 
campaign successes and experiences.  

With your support, we hope to help even more grassroots groups 
make waves in their communities over the coming year.  

Members of Croydon Climate Action receive a 2022 
Earthmovers Award at our Groundswell event in London

Grassroots groups campaigning for more ambitious council 
Climate Action Plans have celebrated some great successes: 

 •  Following a review of their council’s draft Local Plan, 
Leicestershire network sprang into action, rallying 
local support for the consultation and filling the 
public gallery during the council vote. The council 
listened, and a new, much stronger plan has been 
created as a result. 

 •  Norwich Friends of the Earth forced Norfolk County 
Council to debate a council motion to call for a 
climate emergency and adopt a Climate Action Plan. 
Although the motion wasn’t passed by the council, 
it was a huge step forward for a relatively new group 
in our network and demonstrates the appetite for 
climate action among people in the area. 
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A NEW SENEDD FOR WALES

The election of a new Senedd and Welsh government  
in May 2021 has been followed by a slew of campaigning  
wins for the Wales team.  

Alongside the Climate Cymru coalition, we presented  
a dramatic melting ice sculpture outside the Senedd, representing 
10,000 Welsh voices calling for urgent action on the climate  
and nature emergencies.  

In response, the Welsh government published a new Wales-wide 
action plan in October 2021, setting out steps for achieving net zero 
carbon emissions. Soon after, at COP26, the Welsh government 
became founding signatories of the Beyond Oil and Gas Alliance.  

We secured another massive breakthrough in May 2022 when  
the Senedd voted for the public sector to divest from fossil fuels 
and decarbonise by 2030. This was the culmination of years  
of pressure and partnership work with divestment activists  
to influence councils, Senedd Members and officials. We’ll continue  
to keep up the pressure to put fossil fuels firmly in the past! 

The Welsh government imposed a welcome moratorium  
on roadbuilding over summer 2021 while it conducted a review  
on the future of roadbuilding. We provided feedback and supported 
community activists in their successful campaign to stop  
the construction of new junctions on the A55, which would have  
led to increased carbon emissions. 

In other transport news, proposals to reform the bus network, 
called “One network, one timetable, one ticket”, reflect research 
published by Friends of Earth and signals a fresh new direction  
for transport policy in Wales. 

Our new data showing the link between low incomes and high 
air pollution, and the impact on neighbourhoods with a higher 
proportion of people of colour, has finally provoked a commitment 
to a Clean Air Act, with the Welsh government announcing a new 
bill to be introduced in the next year. After years of campaigning  
by us and our partners in Healthy Air Cymru, we are delighted. 

Groups have also been busy working on local projects: for example, 
Caerphilly Climate Action led the planting of a 600-
tree “Tiny Forest”, and we celebrated in April 
when the Welsh government withdrew plans 
for a large incinerator at Uskmouth. 

We had the chance to meet supporters 
and activists in person this summer  
at “Egnio” gatherings in Pontypridd 
and Bangor (right). It was a joy  
to be together again, discussing 
campaigns, building connections  
and making plans. 

Climate Cymru coalition outside the Senedd

10,000 Welsh  
voices calling for 

urgent action on the 
climate and nature 

emergencies
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We are appalled that the UK government is continuing to finance 
a new gas extraction project in Mozambique, despite the project 
fuelling climate breakdown, local conflict and human rights abuses.  

In December 2021, Friends of the Earth’s ground-breaking  
judicial review challenge was heard at the High Court, examining 
the government’s decision to grant $1.15 billion in funding for  
the project. 

In March 2022, the 2 judges ruled on the case and, in an 
extraordinary legal event, the judgment was split. One judge issued 
a highly significant ruling that the decision to support the project 
was unlawful, which poses critical questions for the government 
over its responsibility and taking corrective action. 

However, the second judge dismissed the grounds. This means 
that the court has disallowed the case based on lack of consensus 
but has granted Friends of the Earth permission to appeal. While 
we prepare for the appeal – expected in December 2022 – we’re 
continuing to call for an end to UK support for the Mozambique 
project. That includes providing ongoing support to our sister group 
Justiça Ambiental/ Friends of the Earth Mozambique in its work 
with impacted communities, and campaigning against UK financing 
of all overseas fossil fuel projects. 

Left: Local living in Cabo Delgado, Mozambique, since 
the gas project began. Justiça Ambiental!

Above: Demo outside the Royal Courts of Justice  
as the judgement of our case is given

STANDING UP TO FOSSIL FUEL INVESTMENT 
IN MOZAMBIQUE 

In an 

extraordinary 

legal event, 

the judgment 

was split
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YOUR VOICE MATTERS 

The Environment Act 

For more than 3 years we’ve campaigned for a stronger law  
to protect and improve our environment, so we’re delighted  
to report the Environment Act became law in autumn 2021.  
 

The Act has some flaws, including loopholes that could allow some 
government departments to ignore the environmental harms 
of their policies, and it doesn’t require the government to set an 
overall plastics reduction target. But we’ve continued to push the 
government to deliver the ambition it sets. 

In an open letter, signed by over 42,000 people and sent to the 
Secretary of State, we called on the government to improve their 
proposals for environmental targets, and we helped over 2,500 
people to respond to the government’s consultation via a tool on 
our website.  

The Environment Act may be law, but our work isn’t over.  
New laws aimed at making it easier for the government  
to roll back environmental protections, remove rules on GM food 
and change the way we protect our most valuable natural sites  
are all in the pipeline.  

We played a key role in: 

 •  strengthening the independence  
of the new environmental watchdog,  
the Office for Environmental Protection; 

 •  adding requirements for targets to improve 
species abundance and air quality; and

 •  securing provisions to tackle illegal  
deforestation abroad. 

We’ll keep on demanding ambitious targets and proper action to 
restore our environment, and we remain a source of expertise 
for MPs, ministers and civil service seeking guidance on plastics 
legislation in conjunction with this work. With your support, we’re 
also preparing to defend attacks on existing protections, and will 
take the government to court if they ignore our environmental law. 

Windfall tax 

As energy costs soared and cost-of-living increases spiralled out 
of control, we called for a windfall tax to redistribute the profits 
made by energy companies during a time of crisis, helping to fund 
emergency support for struggling households at this crucial time. 

To achieve this, alongside Greenpeace, Green New Deal Rising and 
38 Degrees, we presented a petition of over 318,000 signatures 
to government, a story which was picked up by over 300 media 
outlets across the UK. In the face of this rising pressure, Chancellor 
Rishi Sunak imposed a £5 billion windfall tax on energy companies, 
which will be redistributed to those households most impacted 
by the rise in energy bills and the cost of living crisis - a fantastic 
demonstration of people power in action. 

We remain a source 
of expertise for 
MPs, ministers and 
civil service seeking 
guidance on plastics 
legislation
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We will be building on the momentum of this success over  
the coming months, as we devote more campaigning resource  
to stopping the energy crisis from wreaking yet more havoc  
on our poorest and most vulnerable communities. Keep an eye  
out on our channels to see how you can get involved.

The Policing Bill 

In March 2021, the UK government’s new Police, Crime, Sentencing 
and Courts Bill (now an Act) unveiled a raft of measures that would 
fundamentally restrict the right to protest – a right that has been 
an essential part of securing a cleaner, healthier environment and 
more sustainable policies from the government. 

Friends of the Earth played a central role in the coalition of over 
350 civil society organisations opposing measures that would 
increase police powers to restrict protest and make it easier  
to prosecute and impose harsher punishments on protestors.  
The Act also criminalises the way of life of nomadic Gypsy and 
Traveller communities. 

Together with Liberty, Greenpeace, Amnesty, Christian Aid and 
others, we jointly hosted a petition signed by over 800,000 people. 
Grassroots groups joined local demonstrations and teamed up with 
others groups to lobby MPs. 

While many of the anti-protest measures made it through 
parliament, our campaign scored a considerable victory in January 
2022 when the House of Lords kicked out a raft of additional 
measures the government attempted to add to the bill at a late 
stage. 

Disappointingly, the government is now trying a second time  
to get these new laws – such as a specific offence of “locking on” 
and protest stop-and-search powers – onto the statute book in the 
new Public Order Bill, currently before MPs. Our work to stop these 
authoritarian new laws continues.

Right: Our petition hand-in outside the Home Office
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THE BEE CAUSE: 10 YEARS ON
10 years ago we launched The Bee Cause, our influential campaign 
to persuade UK governments to adopt plans to reverse the decline 
of Britain’s 260+ species of bees and other vital pollinating insects, 
like moths and hoverflies. 

Great strides have been made, not least the creation of a 
nationwide programme by the government to better monitor 
pollinators. Better monitoring matters because everyone – 
ministers, landowners and scientists – can then access proper 
evidence on the true health of pollinators, which can inform better 
policies and decisions. The fact that the monitoring scheme came 
about as a result of The Bee Cause underlines our credibility with 
the many scientists and researchers we worked with, and has 
had a vital impact on the progress in reversing bee and 
pollinator decline. 

The campaign also changed the UK’s stance on bee-harming 
neonicotinoid pesticides. For example, the government had initially 
opposed restrictions on 3 neonics found to be harmful to managed 
honeybees and wild bumble bees. Over the course of our campaign, 
the UK has now moved from disputing the evidence to adopting the 
restrictions. 

However, there are strong vested interests in the UK continuing 
its dependence on pesticides. Recently, we exposed how ministers 
ignored their own scientists’ advice and allowed limited use of one 
of the bee-harming neonics.  

10 years on, it’s fair to say that life remains uncertain for Britain’s 
pollinators, and the fly in the ointment remains the government’s 
inconsistent stance on pesticides. We’ve formed a Pesticides 
Collaborations group, alongside other NGO’s, unions, farmers and 
health groups, and will continue to work with these allies to push 
for a pesticide reduction target in the government’s National Action 
Plan for the sustainable use of pesticides. 

The launch of The Bee 
Cause in London, 2012
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MY WORLD MY HOME: A BRISTOL CASE STUDY

Our Youth Campaign Coaches empower college students across 
the UK to campaign on local environmental issues in a scheme 
titled ‘My World, My Home’. Right now, students in Bristol are 
campaigning for better public transport in their city, where young 
people are particularly affected by the high cost and unreliability  
of bus services.  

Campaigners met with community members in Hareclive who’ve 
been calling for free bus travel for children. They agreed a free bus 
pass for under 25’s, similar to the disabled person’s bus pass, would 
be a great solution. However, they soon discovered disabled bus 
passes were only valid off-peak, and so don’t allow people to access 
jobs, education or early morning appointments. The campaign 
quickly expanded to include free, 24/7 bus travel for disabled 
people and everyone under the age of 25. 

City of Bristol College students speaking at Groundswell Southeast 
about their campaign for free bus travel

The group have raised the profile of their campaign with a petition 
and some great local media coverage. They’ve even had support 
from the cabinet member for transport at Bristol City Council. The 
students continue to build momentum in their local community and 
are connecting with other groups campaigning on similar issues.  
Friends of the Earth will always be here to support them, but they’re 
now campaigning independently with minimal support from their 
Youth Campaign Coach. Buses are a hot topic in Bristol and the 
group has quickly gone from novice campaigners to a team of 
effective organisers. We believe they’ve got what it takes to win! 



2021 - 2022
Annual Progress Report

30

We hope that this report has provided an insight into the impact 
of Friends of the Earth’s work across the UK and abroad, made 
possible thanks to your incredible support. 

Over the coming months, we will build on the legal successes 
of the past year to push for meaningful climate action – from 
the precedent set by a split judgement over the Horse Hill oil 
development, to the ground-breaking win against the government’s 
Net Zero Strategy – beginning  with a new campaign to help  
people keep their homes warm without devastating the planet  
or their finances. 

Almost 20% of the UK’s climate emissions come from heating 
buildings, homes and water, which means that the decarbonisation 
of heat and buildings is the UK’s keystone climate delivery 
challenge for the next decade. Our campaign will grow and support 
a joined-up climate, fuel poverty and housing movement that 
calls for warm, green homes for everyone. To do this, we will build 
partnerships with anti-poverty campaigners, housing advocates, 
businesses, and faith groups, both nationally and locally  - creating  
a broad, diverse and strong movement which tackles these  
crises together. 

We look forward to keeping you updated as our campaigns develop 
and letting you know how you can get involved. 

Your support makes a better future possible. Thank you. 

LOOKING AHEAD
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Your Philanthropy Team:
 
Jo Finburgh
jo.finburgh@foe.co.uk
020 7566 1428

Alexandra Madgwick
alexandra.madgwick@foe.co.uk
020 7566 4076
 

Hearing your views is vital to us:  
if you have any questions or comments, 
we’d love to hear from you so please  
do get in touch. 

Piyali Mendiratta
piyali.mendiratta@foe.co.uk
020 7566 1724

Katherine Harrison
katherine.harrison@foe.co.uk
020 7566 4074 
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