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A final “thank 
you” from Craig 

Bennett, outgoing 
CEO of Friends of 

the Earth.

After 18 years at Friends of the 
Earth (and almost 5 years as Chief 
Executive), it’s with great sadness 
that I write my final “thank you” to the 
players of People’s Postcode Lottery.   

It’s been a privilege to be in this 
role, and the job has afforded me all 
sorts of memorable experiences and 
achievements which I will always 
treasure.

I’m very proud of what we’ve achieved 
together in that time. With the 
support of People’s Postcode Lottery, 
we’ve empowered communities to 
take climate action where they live 
and used renewed momentum in the 
movement to tackle the climate and 
ecological crisis at the local, national 
and international level.   

We’ve revitalised our community 
campaigning (and established over 
150 new Climate Action groups 
since April 2019) and enjoyed some 

huge campaign wins on protecting 
bees, cleaning up our air and, most 
recently, stopping fracking. We’ve also 
launched a major campaign to double 
tree cover in the UK.  

And we now also have a very exciting 
programme of “Experiments” up 
and running, helping communities 
find new ways to drive eco-friendly 
change in their area. The support of 
players has helped Friends of the 
Earth make important progress on 
some incredibly complex issues – 
and we will continue to do so as our 
relationship with PPL strengthens.

Thank you again! 

Craig Bennett



2019: Successes in numbers

OUR  
REACH

100k 
followers on Instagram, 
compared to 35k at the start 
of the year! 

OUR  
CAMPAIGNS

2 
major government decisions 
reversed on fracking & 
moorland burning

OUR  
IMPACT

1 
legal challenge launched 
at the Court of Appeal 
against the expansion of 
Heathrow Airport

HOW WE CREATE CHANGE 

We believe that a lack of political will is the main obstacle to 
reversing climate breakdown and restoring nature. 

Our approach is to combine evidence-based analysis of 
environmental problems with mass public pressure on decision 
makers in order to drive change.

Our grassroots structure – made up of local groups and Climate 
Action groups across England and Wales, plus hundreds of 
thousands of individual supporters – helps to make us relevant in 
communities across the UK. We’re also members of the biggest 
global network of grassroots environmental activists – Friends of 
the Earth International. 

Truly local to global.

264,891 
people took our hidden 
plastics quiz & signed our 
plastics petition 

150+ 
Climate Action groups set up 
since launch in April 2019 
 

91,959  
people signed our call to 
double the UK’s tree cover, as 
part of a new major campaign 
on trees

295 
new supporters in a single 
day from Oxford Friends 
of the Earth’s campaign to 
double tree cover 

 165,896 
people signed our call to 
demand a climate action 
plan from the government 

996 
people attended our 
“Art of Activism” exhibition 
featuring artwork by 
environmentalist Greta 
Thunberg and Turner prize-
winning artist Jeremy Deller 



CAPACITY

Friends of the Earth has continued to 
put climate breakdown at the heart 
of our campaigns. From doubling tree 
cover to putting an end to single-
use plastics, all our campaigns echo 
the overarching goal of getting the 
UK on track to achieve net zero 
carbon emissions as fast as possible. 
Continuing our “local to global” theory 
of change, we’ve produced solutions-
focused Climate Action Plans for both 
councils and government.  

Thanks to support from players, this 
year saw the birth of Climate Action 
groups. Since April 2019, more than 
150 new and pre-existing groups have 
registered as Climate Action groups 
and accessed various resources and 
webinars we have on hand to help 
drive action in their local communities.  

We have expanded our Digital 
Delivery team so as to optimise the 
online experience of our supporters 
and improve support for our various 
grassroots groups. The support of 
players of People’s Postcode Lottery 
has also helped us launch a brand new 
website, “Experiments”, to showcase 
the work of our Innovations team 
and encourage crucial collaboration 
between communities, entrepreneurs 
and green innovators.

CAPABILITY
We continued to empower and 
upskill our young supporters this 
year. Our Youth and Families Team 
delivered 2 workshops at the Local 
Conference of Youth to hundreds 

of aspiring activists on wellbeing, 
safeguarding and inclusion. With 
the support of players, 42 young 
campaigners attended our first ever 
Youth Gathering, a weekend of skills 
building and training. The weekend 
featured sessions on promoting 
climate justice and sustainability, and 
52% of all attendees said their key 
learning was how to deepen inclusivity 
for marginalised young people in the 
climate movement.

  I always cared about the 
environment, but I didn’t speak 
up because I didn’t think anyone 
would listen. Friends of the Earth 
helped me find my voice.” 

Thanks to the ongoing support of 
players, we’ve produced a suite 
of content to help both individual 
supporters and groups make their 
local area (and the country as a whole) 
more climate friendly. Based on in-
depth research from our Policy and 
Insight Unit, we’ve drawn up Climate 
Action Plans for councils and UK 
government.

COLLABORATION
With the support of players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery we forged some 
exciting new partnerships in 2019. 
We worked with TV presenter and 
historian Dan Snow MBE to create a 
special video series to complement 
our “Double Tree Cover” campaign. 
The videos were viewed approximately 
55,000 times on Twitter alone and 
inspired hundreds of new subscribers 
to join Friends of the Earth.  

The Youth and Families Team 
has worked in partnership with a 
number of youth-led environmental 
organisations over 2019, providing 
advice and support on wellbeing, 
safeguarding and the inclusion of 
marginalised people in the climate 
movement. 

This included an ongoing relationship 
with the UK Student Climate Network, 
offering guidance and resources 
on safeguarding and wellbeing, 
alongside practical support, providing 
stewards for the Global Climate 
Strike in September and promoting 
their messaging in online and print 
media. We were also able to provide 
a safeguarding team and training for 
over 100 young people in partnership 
with Amnesty International and the UK 
Youth Climate Coalition.

On the eve of the Global Climate 
Strikes, Friends of the Earth proudly 
launched a month-long exhibition 
entitled “The Art of Activism”, in 
collaboration with theprintspace 
gallery in Shoreditch, London, and 
The Guardian. The idea behind the 
collaboration was to engage a new 
audience through different mediums 
of art, and the exhibition featured 
works from thirty incredible artists 
including Jeremy Deller, Katharine 
Hamnett and even young climate 
activist Greta Thunberg. Almost 1,000 
guests passed through the doors and 
hundreds more bought prints either at 
the gallery or online. 

How funding was spent 
in 2019
The difference player support 
makes to Friends of the Earth. 

“



IN THE SPOTLIGHT: 
OXFORD

The UK’s tree and 
woodland cover 
is low – just 13% 
compared to an EU 
average of 38%. 

And throughout the UK that percentage 
varies. In Oxford, for example, tree 
coverage stands at just 8.9%. In line 
with our campaign to double tree cover, 
Oxford Friends of the Earth decided 
to do something about the lack of 
trees, so set up the “Oxfordshire Trees 
for the Future” initiative, with the aim 
of tackling climate breakdown and 
doubling tree cover in Oxfordshire. 

The approach is “right trees planted 
at the right time in the right place”, to 
emphasise the importance of quality 
rather than simply focusing on numbers 
alone. The group has been working with 
local council(s), MPs and landowners 

as well as local businesses and farms 
to explore which areas can be used to 
double the tree cover.  

As a result of their collaborative 
approach (and following some in-depth 
research) students from local schools 
and Oxford University have joined the 
initiative and on 23 November 2019 
stepped out with the local group to 
plant 650 trees of native varieties. It 
was the first of what they hope will be 
many tree planting expeditions.



Climate Action 
groups
From April to June 2019 Friends of 
the Earth hosted 12 “Groundswell” 
events across the country, from 
Liverpool to Bristol and beyond. A 
total of 665 people participated in 
informative sessions and practical 
workshops focused on how to tackle 
climate breakdown at both local and 
national level. The events attracted 
people from all stages of campaigning 
– including those who are new to the 
climate movement and others who 
have years of experience.  

We are extremely grateful to players of 
People’s Postcode Lottery who have 
helped fund the Groundswell events 
from start to finish. The success of 
the Groundswell series is reflected in 
the number of Climate Action groups 
that have been established since the 
events: 140+ groups registered in the 
space of 9 months – meaning that we 
are well on course to meet our target 
of 200 by the end of December 2020.

Earthmovers 

Organised by Friends of the Earth 
and supported by players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery, the Earthmovers 
Awards recognise the inspiring work of 
local environmental groups. This year’s 
winners included North Wiltshire 
Friends of the Earth, which have been 
working with the Avon Needs Trees 
charity to raise enough money to buy 
34 acres of land and start reforesting 
the Bristol Avon catchment area 
in order to improve public spaces, 
provide natural flood management and 
fight climate breakdown.

Path to net zero

Friends of the Earth’s Climate Action 
Plan, which was finalised in November 
2019, highlights 6 policy areas the 
UK government should prioritise by 
the end of 2020 if we’re to prevent 
complete climate breakdown. The plan 
features calls to move to 100% clean 
energy, a ban on fracking and an end 
to fossil fuels.  

Thanks to players’ support, our Policy 
Team has produced a guide with 50 
actions local authorities can take 
to tackle the climate emergency. 
This will form a key part of our work 
with community groups in 2020 
and beyond. The Policy Team has 
also completed a piece of research 
identifying the 30 most effective 
practical actions and lifestyle changes 
that individuals can make to combat 
climate breakdown and protect 
nature – from reducing food waste to 
avoiding palm oil.

CLIMATE CAMPAIGN



Postcode tool 

In October Friends of the Earth 
launched its first in a series of 
postcode tools. The online tools – 
focused on climate-friendly scores, 
tree cover and the general election 
– help supporters and grassroots 
groups find out more about their local 
areas and how well they’re doing on 
a range of climate issues. Individuals 
and groups then use the results to 
pressure their local leaders into taking 
more action (and adopting the Climate 
Action Plan).

The launch of the tool attracted 
media attention from ITV and The 
Independent, and between September 
and December alone more than 
141,000 people used the tool to find 
out about climate issues in their local 
community.

Global Climate Strikes

On 20 September 2019 millions of 
people across the world – from Berlin 
to Dhaka, and New York to Lagos – 
took to the streets with one clear 
message: more action is needed to 
tackle the climate emergency.  

Thanks to the support of players of 
People’s Postcode Lottery, Friends of 
the Earth was proud to be an official 
member of the “Grafters Group”: the 
core working group that supported 
the UK Student Climate Network’s 
coordination of the strike. In the weeks 
leading up to the strikes we developed 
promotional materials to support the 
youth network; we created online 
guides for first-time protesters, as 
well as our Climate Action groups; we 
produced a podcast featuring young 
climate protestors and their inspiration 
for joining the movement, and we ran 
a series of webinars to help groups 
promote strikes in their communities.  

In the UK alone, hundreds of 
thousands joined over 200 rallies to 
form the biggest climate protest the 
country has ever seen. Friends of the 
Earth was present in 8 different strike 
locations across England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland: London, Bristol, 
Birmingham, Cardiff, Brighton, Leeds, 
Manchester and Belfast.

Fracking

In November 2019, after 8 years of 
campaigning by Friends of the Earth, 
local communities and environmental 
groups, the UK government finally 
announced an indefinite stop to 
fracking. Fracking (an extreme method 
of extracting oil and gas out of the 
ground) has long been considered 
dangerous, not just because fossil fuel 
extraction drives climate breakdown, 
but also because fracking itself 
triggers earthquakes.  

The moratorium represents a 
tremendous victory for communities 
and the strength of community 
action, and thanks to players of 
People’s Postcode Lottery we were 
able to support those communities in 
protecting their local areas.  

We will continue to call for a 
permanent ban on fracking, and urge 
the UK government to stop funding 
fracking abroad.



After centuries 
of changes to our 
landscape, the UK 
has been left with 
critically low levels 
of tree cover. 

TREES

This has meant more than the 
destruction of wildlife habitats; trees 
are a crucial part of the fight against 
climate breakdown, because they 
absorb carbon dioxide from the air. 

Thanks to players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery, World Environment 
Day on 5 June saw the launch 
of Friends of the Earth’s new 
campaign to double tree cover – a 
simple, natural solution to the climate 
emergency that will benefit both 
people and planet. The campaign 
seeks to promote an abundance of 
nature by doubling the UK’s tree cover 
from 3 to 6 billion, as well as ensure 
emphasis is placed on the quality of 
trees that are being planted not only 
on the quantity.  

Our campaign has featured in media 
outlets including The Daily Mirror, The 
Daily Mail, The Guardian and Bustle 
and inspired local and Climate Action 
groups to work with their councils to 
increase tree cover in their areas.  

Since the campaign’s launch, councils 
in the West of England and Hackney in 
London have committed to doubling 
tree cover on their land. 



PLASTICS

Thanks to unrestricted funding from 
People’s Postcode Lottery, Friends of 
the Earth launched a campaign to boot 
single-use plastic out of football. As 
the most watched sports league in the 
world, the Premier League generates 
a lot of plastic waste – an estimated 
6 million single-use plastic beer cups 
alone within a single season.  

Friends of the Earth commissioned a 
poll by YouGov aimed at UK football 
fans and found that 84% agree that 
Premier League clubs should ensure 
reusable or returnable cups are used 
in stadiums. The campaign specifically 
calls on football clubs to introduce 
a returnable cup scheme in their 
stadiums, provide drinking water 

fountains and refill points as well as 
remove or replace single-use plastic 
bags, straws, cutlery, sauce sachets 
and stirrers.

Case study: Caerphilly

A grassroots initiative supported 
by Caerphilly Friends of the Earth 
has resulted in major positive 
change: the town is “plastic free” 
as of 2019. Local businesses and 
organisations, concerned residents 
and schools came together for a public 
meeting organised by Caerphilly 
Friends of the Earth to discuss how to 
raise awareness of plastic pollution in 
the area.  

The group created an educational 
programme for schools and 
businesses to provide information 
on how to minimise the amount of 
disposable plastics used. In addition, 
the group worked alongside local 
councils to ensure political backing for 
the campaign.  

Thanks to players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery, Caerphilly Friends 
of the Earth provided promotional 
material, administrative support as 
well as a space to hold meetings – all 
of which helped to raise awareness, 
bring people together and secure 
a “plastic free community” status.



2020 will be a critical year for tackling climate 
breakdown. Decisions on Heathrow’s third runway and 
planned coal mine at Druridge Bay will be announced; 
COP 26 will be hosted in Glasgow; and the all-important 
US election will take place.   

We’re also facing some exciting changes internally, with a new CEO 
at the helm come summer. We’ll continue to heap pressure on the 
government to take urgent action to end the climate emergency. 

For more information, please contact:

Friends of the Earth 
The Printworks 
139 Clapham Road 
London SW9 0HP

Telephone 020 7490 1555 
friendsoftheearth.uk

2020 VISION: 
THE YEAR AHEAD

We’ll be campaigning for:
An enhanced climate ambition 

• Growing Climate Action groups across the country 
and building support for our local and national 
Climate Action Plans among politicians and local 
leaders.

• Supporting use of renewable energy instead of 
financing fossil fuels both in the UK and overseas.  

More trees

• Pressuring key landowners (such as water companies 
and universities) to support our call to double tree 
cover in the UK.

• Working with local and Climate Action groups to 
achieve commitments from councils to double tree 
cover.

• Supporting local and Climate Action groups on 
community-led tree planting .

• Galvanising political support for more tree cover with 
a “Trees for MPs” event in Westminster in March.

Less Plastic

• Campaigning on the Environment Bill to prevent our 
environmental standards being weakened in future, 
setting out strong and binding targets to end plastic 
pollution (as well as clean up our dirty air and restore 
nature).

• Working with sports stadiums to phase out 
single-use plastic and encourage them to sign our 
“Get rid of pointless plastic” pledge.

Global Justice

• Demanding that the UK stops funding dirty 
energy abroad. The UK undermines any climate 
gains we’re making by investing in coal, oil 
and gas projects in other countries, often 
in places suffering the worst impacts of the 
climate crisis. 

• Supporting our international network at 
the Glasgow climate talks in November 
2020. Ensuring that the people most affected by 
the climate crisis are heard – and demanding the 
UK goes further and faster when it comes to 
cutting emissions.   

More money for climate action

• Scaling up government spending (2% of GDP) 
to address climate breakdown. This year we 
calculated how much a transition to a greener 
future might cost. It’s a lot but climate breakdown 
is very much like a credit card bill. The longer you 
don’t deal with it, the more expensive it gets.   


