
How can we deliver a step-change in England’s tree 
cover, and ensure it meets best practice for the climate, 
biodiversity, and people? 

The close of 2020 will be a significant landmark in defining how tree planting and 
woodland creation will contribute to address the twin challenges of climate breakdown 
and biodiversity loss, within the context of a radically changing approach to UK land 
use. The Government are due to publish their finalised England Tree Strategy and are 
continuing to develop proposals for future farm payments through the Environmental Land 
Management Scheme. In December the Committee on Climate Change will publish their 6th 
Carbon Budget recommendations, which will play an important role in influencing the debate 
and are expected to strengthen the case for ambitious levels of reforestation. 

UK tree cover stands at only 13% of land area- way below the EU28 average of 37% cover. 
While Scotland is making strong progress towards long-term planting targets, planting rates 
in England and Wales are low, and falling. The UK is way behind where it should be.  
Friends of the Earth is calling for a doubling of UK tree cover as part of a package of essential 
measures to meet the UK’s Net zero targets for cutting carbon. 

The UK’s national tree week, 28 November 2020 - 6 December 2020, is a time to celebrate 
trees. During this week Friends of the Earth will be hosting a “National Tree Summit” and are 
inviting key stakeholders to share their vision on the future of UK trees and woodland.

1st December 2020 
 

Friends of the Earth 
Tree Summit

An online event



Agenda

09.35
 
Introduction to the Summit by Friends of the Earth 
co-CEO Miriam Turner  

Session 1: The scale of the challenge 

Chair: Mike Childs, Head of Science, Policy & Research, 
Friends of the Earth 

Opening address – The Climate Crisis, and the role of trees 
Lord Deben, Chairman, Committee on Climate Change 
On December 9th, the CCC will announce their 6th Carbon Budget 
recommendations.  The CCC has identified increasing UK tree cover as 
an essential component of the UK’s net zero strategy.  Lord Deben will 
highlight the role of trees, and the importance of ambition and action to 
meet net zero. 

Meeting the challenge. Why we need to double UK tree cover, 
and finding the land
Mary Stevens, Innovation Programme Manager and 
Guy Shrubsole, Campaigner, Friends of the Earth
Friends of the Earth (FOE) believe we need to double UK tree cover to 
meet our net zero target by 2045.  FOE will showcase mapping work on 
land availability for trees in England, which demonstrates our potential to 
accommodate the ambitious tree targets needed to meet net zero, whilst 
safeguarding important habitats, and providing a boost for biodiversity. 

09.40 - 
10.40

09.15
 
Tree Summit zoom link opens

 
Tree Summit begins09.30

Ready, steady, grow!  
Richard Benwell, Chief Executive, Wildlife and 
Countryside Link 
There’s no time to lose in creating and restoring habitats. Environmental 
charities’ collective response to the Tree Strategy argues that the 
Westminster government must work quickly to ensure England pulls its 
weight in increasing UK tree cover. Better planning, stronger incentives, 
and a biodiversity-conscious approach will be needed to ensure trees 
play a prominent role in tackling both the climate and ecological 
challenges ahead.



Agenda

10.45 -
12.00

 
Questions to speakers

Session 2: How can we achieve delivery at scale 
for climate and biodiversity – what does it look 
like and how can a range of different approaches 
contribute? 

Chair: Clare Oxborrow, Senior Sustainability Analyst, 
Friends of the Earth
This session will examine some of the different approaches to increasing 
tree and woodland cover – from productive forestry to restoring native 
woodland, natural regeneration, and agroforestry. What’s the right 
balance between these approaches? And can we agree on a role for all of 
them, rather than seeing this as a zero-sum game?

Natural regeneration and its potential to deliver at scale  
Rebecca Wrigley, Chief Executive, Rewilding Britain 
Amidst all the talk of planting trees, why can’t we just let nature do the job 
for us? Natural regeneration of trees – as part of a wider programme of 
rewilding our countryside – clearly has a key role to play in helping resolve 
the twin crises of climate breakdown and biodiversity loss. When is it fine 
to plant a tree, and when is it better to let one re-seed naturally? And why 
has the government taken so long to recognise its potential? 

The role of native woodlands in meeting tree targets and 
cutting carbon
Darren Moorcroft, Chief Executive, Woodland Trust  
What’s the potential for large scale tree cover with native tree species?  
How can the management of existing native woodland be improved to 
deliver for nature, carbon and people? 

Future vision for productive forestry.  Key issues and 
best practice 
Mark Broadmeadow, Principal Adviser, Climate Change, 
Forestry Commission. Keith Jones, Area Director, North West 
& West Midlands, Forestry Commission  
The UK is currently one of the world’s biggest importers of wood products. 
What role can sustainable productive forestry play in our future woodland 
mix? And what’s best practice, to ensure such forestry delivers both long-
term carbon storage and biodiversity benefits? 



Agenda

12.00 -
12.15

Agroforestry – its capacity to deliver a win/win for farmers
and the planet  
Helen Browning, Chief Executive, The Soil Association 
72% of the UK is agricultural land.  If we are to meet our tree cover targets, 
trees outside of woodland must be an essential component. By combining 
trees with agriculture - ‘agroforestry’ – you can both capture carbon and 
increase productivity, while delivering a range of other benefits: it’s a win-
win for farming, forestry, and the environment.  What is agroforestry, its 
potential contribution to the UK’s tree targets, its importance in engaging 
farmers with trees. 

 
Questions to speakers

 
Comfort break

 
Ministerial address by The Right Hon Lord Goldsmith, 
Forestry Minister

followed by questions to Lord Goldsmith
Chair: Guy Shrubsole, Campaigner, Trees Campaign, 
Friends of the Earth

 
Lunch break

12.45 -
13.40

Session 3: Funding for trees13.40 -
14.40

12.15 -
12.45

Chair: Paul de Zylva, Senior Sustainability Analyst, 
Friends of the Earth
The UK Government is currently spending just £60m per year on trees 
– less than £1 per person. As one of the most cost-effective policies for 
helping address climate breakdown, how can we get more investment 
into growing more trees? This session will offer an insight into how new 
funding streams are developing and already delivering new trees in 
the ground. 



Agenda

What price carbon? 
Chris Waterfield, Carbon & Water Woodland Advisor, 
Forestry Commission
An overview of carbon finance for trees – what’s happening in the carbon 
market, including the Woodland Carbon Code, reflections on the last 3 
auctions of the Woodland Carbon Guarantee and the level of uptake. How 
can we make sure that future payments for carbon don’t simply lead to 
more monoculture plantations? How can we design incentives that deliver 
multi-functional benefits for nature, carbon and people? 

 
Questions to speakers

Community Forests – emerging opportunities  
Jess Thompson, Director, Manchester City of Trees
England’s Community Forests are geared up to accelerate tree and 
woodland planting and play a significant role in government and local 
government agendas on climate change, green recovery and health 
& wellbeing.  Jess will give an update on their plans and discuss how 
a multidisciplinary approach opens up opportunities for funding and 
investment in trees.   

Agroforestry off the starting blocks: the launch of the Defra 
ELM agroforestry tests and trials pilot
Stephen Briggs, arable farmer and agroforester
Stephen will give a personal perspective on why agroforestry works for 
him as a farmer, and the barriers to its wider uptake. He will then introduce 
Defra’s Tests and Trials scheme for agroforestry, which will identify the 
key barriers and building blocks to agroforestry adoption, and design a 
support scheme which will be part of the Defra’s future Environment Land 
Management Scheme (ELMS).    



Agenda

14.45 -
15.45

Session 4: Landowners and trees

Chair: Emi Murphy, Trees Campaign Lead, 
Friends of the Earth
With a large proportion of England owned by a small number of 
landowners, it’s clear that landowners have a particular responsibility 
in helping get the country to net zero. In this session we’ll hear from 
landowners and landowners’ representative bodies, on what they’re 
already doing to grow more trees and lock up carbon, and what future 
policy changes they think are needed to get more landowners on board. 

National Trust – pulling it all together into practical delivery  
John Deakin, Forests and Trees Lead, National Trust 
The National Trust has committed to increasing tree cover on its estate 
from 10% to 17% by 2030. What might this look like, and how is the 
Trust planning to integrate more trees into its historic country estates? 
How is it engaging with its tenant farmers, and with the visiting public? 

Tree Planting in the Water Industry 
Alice Carrington-Windo, Policy Advisor, Water UK 
Last year water companies in England committed to planting 11 million 
trees by 2030, both on their own land and working with other landowners. 
Alice will talk about this target in the context of wider ambitions on 
improving the natural environment and achieving net zero carbon 
emissions in the water industry by 2030, as well as maximising the co-
benefits of growing trees to improve water quality, reduce flood risk and 
boost biodiversity. 

Engaging landowners to grow more trees 
Susan Twining, Chief Land Use Policy Advisor, CLA  
How can landowners, large and small, be incentivised to grow more 
trees? What mix of policies – public funding, targets, tax breaks or 
other changes – are needed? What are the CLA’s members – 30,000 
landowners who own half the rural land in England and Wales – already 
doing to help tackle climate change through growing more trees, and 
what more could they do? 

 
Questions to speakers



16.00 -
17.00

Session 5: Local authorities and community 
action on trees

Urban Ambition  
Jon Burke, Environment Cabinet Member, Hackney Council
Hackney Council has launched the largest street tree and mature parks 
tree planting programme in the country.  The council has committed to 
double on-street tree cover, is investigating the potential for rewilding 
schemes, and is working closely with local communities. 

Agenda

15:45 -
16.00

 
Comfort break

Grassroots action on trees 
Fiona Tavner, Oxford Friends of the Earth 
Oxford Friend of the Earth local group have collaborated with a range 
of local stakeholders: the local authority, local farmers, and more.  
They will present their inspiring work on promoting community tree 
planting in the county.   

Chair: Danny Gross, Trees Campaign Officer, 
Friends of the Earth
Local authorities across the country are demonstrating the potential 
to deliver trees both on their own estate, and in conjunction with local 
partners.  At the same time, local community collaboration and grassroots 
projects can make a huge difference. 

Green shoots on the Wirral 
Mike Cockburn, Head of Service – Environment and Climate 
Emergency, Wirral Council
Wirral Council has launched ambitious plans to double tree cover through 
tree planting and rewilding, as part of its response to the climate and 
nature emergency. 

 
Questions to speakers



Agenda

17.00 -
17.15

Closing remarks

Summit close17.15


